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The number and range of articles in this issue of Polyglossia is greater than ever before. The aims of James
Blackwell’s article are to explain how L2 reading can be taught through an appreciation of text structure, as well as to
highlight the shortcomings of popular reading course books in this area of instruction. Concentrating on the main idea,
he shows how students can learn to recognize the main idea through an understanding of genre and text structure. This
paper will appeal to anyone interested in the practical applications of Systemic Functional Linguistics and reading
pedagogy. The contribution from Chris Haswell and Richard Lee describes the development of a method of measuring
the note-taking ability of Intermediate English students and its use in providing more tailored instruction to students in
taking organized notes. This article includes practical ideas for any language instructors and other teachers wanting to
provide support to students taking lectures in an L2. Huang Jianbin and Zhao Yue offer similarly practical advice to
those interested in task-based language learning, in particular course designers and course book writers. In their
approach, they apply a model based on Willis (1996), and show how the target learners’ interests can guide individual
task design. Yong Zhai’s paper examines parsing strategies and the relative effects of non-linguistic and linguistic
strategies in processing subject control sentences in Chinese. The results of the experiment conducted on native English
speakers learning Chinese are illuminating in that they show a gradual shift away from non-linguistic strategies towards
linguistic strategies, mirroring the development of strategy use by native Chinese speakers. Sei Isomine reports on the
effects on the study abroad experience of Japanese students in America of fraternity and sorority membership, as well as
its impact on their language learning, e.g. in terms of fostering communicative confidence and interpersonal
communication skills. His paper offers valuable insights to anyone running an overseas programme for L2/FL students.
The contribution from Ong Shyi Nian, Musaev Talaibek and Jamila Mohd reports on an error-analysis assessment of
the lexical selections made when writing a short essay of a single Japanese learner of Behasa Melayu studying at a
Malaysian university. The paper offers compelling arguments for using error analysis in the language classroom in order
to better appreciate learner difficulties and subsequently, to provide targeted instruction. Yu Shulin reports on the use of
peer feedback related to L2 writing by Chinese EFL teachers and their attitudes towards this practice. The paper focuses
on the benefits of peer feedback for learners, and provides some useful ideas about how it can be successfully conducted,
but also recognizes that not all instructors implement such feedback with their classes, some displaying skepticism about
its educational merits. Peter Roux’s contribution re-examines the role of associative language learning in lexical
acquisition, comparing the word associations of a group of Japanese English speakers and a group of native English
speakers. This paper will be relevant to all who are interested in vocabulary acquisition and the cognitive processes
involved in that. Finally, the paper from Ruth Guo reports on the use of video data in helping graduate students to
enhance their presentation skills, finding that access to this data positively impacts on the students’ performance
compared to those students who were not afforded this learning resource.

2007 42 B BAT > 12 8B T STHA D D ERFIIT S VA A Zig 2 UL T %, Blia 2 Hlis U 72 FirE s
ME) T T35 ZF P ERIUCR T RE & EWREOBE W Z RN L <, WAL SOER S ST

%, ERFSHA LT TEEHEMEOE L1005 ATIE L LCHcibh LB<, BXHEHEET
2y B T ORI AR B A T TS, (%J%ﬁ%@@éﬁm@%ﬁ%%wmu%@%m
B LOBIC, BTN T INE L ) H2 B CERAA TN, ORI R & S
(E&E2 L AELHO H LEBLTHS LD 7, BEEITREENREN 0N b LUk %%#@r<
iz, EEAAEMIEO S A I%kbf MEHEE S & BT ORM% S <o T\ 5, AHE
WIEEHART LS LT AR EH LIS K L, (HTT)%ﬁﬁf@’*b&ié&#é&%&?%%%
L b= b = é_m%m¢ﬂ;%%bbwm%@ﬁ*moﬁmzfoé%ﬁ HRZZ (3 P E T 51 % 4
KEEZRD HEE (FREFR) 1hhboTy IHELACHTSL 5 &otﬁ%ﬁﬁv%m_%b%%
5, MEHEE LTORBEOENS 2R E SELER, PEHEES AT LT A A—20
WAL B 2B EERAMIC, Ty r— NERER LT 5, KEFEROBREETGSME (A AAEEE
BATEIC) MR R L AU R IR T B T L BB R D, RO IR
WFTERECd > CHIUE, R LAVFE ARV L L LT 5 Th 5 5, (i HsmomT
R EIIb oL LB THY . HIBHROFEb AL HTW5D, EHEEIZAAEESO S 2o
B DR RRIBICT 72 b A2 R— 3 VBT B S A B, R ORE,. [H
g - Hl%@ﬁjﬁ%(ﬁgwmﬁﬂJif@m@ BHIA TEFELTND, H— FF—, T /8— |
LSk O S T HFEO R ET D, HEKT - @BE - EXF - TIRF - G55 - HIRE - 20N EL 2012
EEﬁ?%&FD7H77A_£WLt¢IEﬁﬁh%®7%®t%fké LRGBS RO BT
DIVHE H A E OB E B LT 5, PIEEZEE OB O S AR B IEEIERE & 2o TV
B, TA X RIEEAE OEEEE T D [AER]] ~DZ b R0 & = AOKRESRFAOWHEETHK L
Tmé;ﬁﬁo%m(f)ﬁuyTB%ﬁﬁ>f “ﬁ%ﬂ%mmf AU IR S U7 B A
T, FHERT A XEFEOEAT 5 AAEC BTSN - L 2HR LTV,




In this issue, there is one report on teaching practice in English. It is a longitudinal study by Yoko Kusumoto in
which she evaluates a pre-enrollment English program. She describes the changes made to its management primarily by
improving the channels of communication between the key stakeholders in the program. This paper provides a number
of invaluable lessons in how to manage such programs to maximize their transparency, and therefore, their effectiveness.
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The number of papers published in Polyglossia has achieved a steady upwards of fifteen in recent seasons. With the
current volume, it has finally reached an all-time high of twenty-one papers spread over 250 pages. One reason for the
journal’s expansion must be its bilingualism that allows both English-mediated and Japanese-mediated papers to be
contributed for publication. It is hoped and expected that as the sole in-house journal representing the official
bilingualism of Ritsumeikan Asia Pacific University, Polyglossia will continue to serve as a useful forum for sharing
research-based invesigations and reports on language teaching practices penned in either of the two languages. As
always, the editors owe a lot to the staff at the university’s Research Office. Our thanks go in particular to Hiroki Oshiro,
Junko Adachi, Jun Tau, and Riona Abe without whose combined assistive effort Volume 24 would not have seen the
light of day.
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