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Namhansanseong

Namhansanseong was designed as an emergency capital for the Joson dynasty
(1392-1910), in a mountainous site 25 km south—-east of Seoul. Built and
defended by Buddhist monk—soldiers, it could accommodate 4,000 people and
fulfilled important administrative and military functions. Its earliest remains date
from the 7th century, but it was rebuilt several times, notably in the early 17th
century in anticipation of an attack from the Sino—Manchu Qing dynasty. The city
embodies a synthesis of the defensive military engineering concepts of the period,
based on Chinese and Japanese influences, and changes in the art of fortification
following the introduction from the West of weapons using gunpowder. A city
that has always been inhabited, and which was the provincial capital over a long
period, it contains evidence of a variety of military, civil and religious buildings
and has become a symbol of Korean sovereignty

Outstanding Universal Value

Brief synthesis

Namhansanseong was designed as an emergency capital for the Joseon dynasty
(1392-1910), in a mountainous site 25 km south—east of Seoul. Its earliest
remains date from the 7th century, but it was rebuilt several times, notably in
anticipation of an attack by the Sino—Manchu Qing dynasty, in the early 17th
century. Built and defended by Buddhist soldier—-monks, it embodies a synthesis
of the defensive military engineering concepts of the period, drawing on Chinese
and Japanese influences, and changes in the art of fortification following the
introduction of firearms from the West. A permanently inhabited city that was the
provincial capital over a long period, it includes inside its fortified walls evidence
of various types of military, civil and religious buildings. It has become a symbol
of Korean sovereignty.

Criterion (ii): The system of fortifications of Namhansanseong embodies a
synthesis of the art of defence in the Far East in the early 17th century. It stems
from a re—examination of Chinese and Korean standards of urban fortification,
and from fears aroused by new firearms from the West. Namhansanseong marks
a turning point in mountain fortress design in Korea, and it went on to influence
in its turn the construction of citadels in the region.



Criterion (iv): Namhansanseong is an outstanding example of a fortified city.
Designed in the 17th century as an emergency capital for the Joseon dynasty, it
was built and then defended by Buddhist soldier—-monks who respected pre—
existing traditions already in place.

Integrity

The importance, diversity and extent of the property justify the integrity of its
composition. It possesses a sufficient number of attributes, with clearly identified
historic roles, for an understanding of its structure and of how it functioned in
the past. Knowledge of the property and its history is satisfactory, particularly
with regard to the various influences that guided the concepts of defensive
military engineering of the citadel of Namhansanseong. However, the present-
day activities, of a folkloric and neo—animistic character, or those of a
sovereignist nature, do not contribute either to the integrity of the property or to
its Outstanding Universal Value.

Authenticity

The restorations/reconstructions of the material elements of the property, notably
the fortifications, have followed detailed scientific guidelines on forms, structures
and materials. This activity has taken place over a long period of time and is
being renewed. It is based on extensive documentation of the works throughout
the history of the property. The conservation of the authenticity of the property,
notably the temples and buildings made mainly of wood, follows a clearly
identified and scientifically defined tradition of authenticity. However, the
systematic aspect of this restoration policy seems to be excessive, and can lead
to ex nihilo reconstructions of long—disappeared buildings, notably the royal
palace, which was razed to the ground during the colonial period (late 19th
century).

Protection and management requirements

The whole of the territory containing the fortifications and monuments of
Namhansanseong is designated as a national historic site, under the terms of the
Cultural Heritage Protection Act. 218 tangible and intangible cultural elements are
today individually listed, and have been granted specific protection status
(national, provincial or local). The technical and tourism management of the
cultural ensemble is the responsibility of Namhansanseong Culture and Tourism
Initiatives (NCTI) The property itself and the buffer zone have provincial park
status (NPPO), and the NPPO is in charge of the management of plantations,
green spaces and infrastructures (trails, parking areas, etc.). The national Cultural
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Heritage Administration, the regional bodies and the municipalities concerned
with the property and its buffer zone are closely involved in protection,
conservation and tourism management. A large number of associations of
volunteer citizens participate in the management and enhancement of the
property. The Management Plan includes many sector plans, notably for the
conservation of the property.



Jeju Volcanic Island and Lava Tubes

Jeju Volcanic Island and Lava Tubes together comprise three sites that make up
18,846 ha. It includes Geomunoreum, regarded as the finest lava tube system of
caves anywhere, with its multicoloured carbonate roofs and floors, and dark-
coloured lava walls; the fortress—like Seongsan lichulbong tuff cone, rising out
of the ocean, a dramatic landscape; and Mount Halla, the highest in Korea, with
its waterfalls, multi-shaped rock formations, and lake—filled crater. The site, of
outstanding aesthetic beauty, also bears testimony to the history of the planet,
its features and processes.

Outstanding Universal Value

Jeju Volcanic Island and Lava Tubes is a coherent serial property comprising
three components. The unequalled quality of the Geomunoreum lava tube
system and the exhibition of diverse and accessible volcanic features in the other
two components demonstrate a distinctive and important contribution to the
understanding of global volcanism.

Criterion (vii): The Geomunoreum lava tube system, which is regarded as the
finest such cave system in the world, has an outstanding visual impact even for
those experienced with such phenomena. It displays the unique spectacle of
multi—coloured carbonate decorations adorning the roofs and floors, and dark—
coloured lava walls, partially covered by a mural of carbonate deposits. The
fortress—like Seongsan llchulbong tuff cone, with its walls rising out of the ocean,
is a dramatic landscape feature, and Mount Halla, with its array of textures and
colours through the changing seasons, waterfalls, display of multi—shaped rock
formations and columnar—jointed cliffs, and the towering summit with its lake—
filled crater, further adds to the scenic and aesthetic appeal.

Criterion (viii): Jeju has a distinctive value as one of the few large shield
volcanoes in the world built over a hot spot on a stationary continental crust
plate. It is distinguished by the Geomunoreum lava tube system, which is the
most impressive and significant series of protected lava tube caves in the world
and includes a spectacular array of secondary carbonate speleothems
(stalactites and other decorations), with an abundance and diversity unknown
elsewhere within a lava cave. The Seongsan llchulbong tuff cone has
exceptional exposures of its structural and sedimentological characteristics,



making it a world—class location for understanding Surtseyan—-type volcanic
eruptions.

The property is well managed and resourced, with a management plan in place
for the period 2006-2010 and resources for its implementation. Key
management issues include avoiding potential agricultural impact on the
underground environment and managing the high number of visitors to the
property. There is potential for further extension of the property to include other
significant lava tube systems and volcanic features of Jeju.



Gdreme National Park and the Rock Sites of Cappadocia

In a spectacular landscape, entirely sculpted by erosion, the Géreme valley and
its surroundings contain rock—hewn sanctuaries that provide unique evidence of
Byzantine art in the post—Ilconoclastic period. Dwellings, troglodyte villages and
underground towns — the remains of a traditional human habitat dating back to
the 4th century — can also be seen there.

Outstanding Universal Value

Brief synthesis

Located on the central Anatolia plateau within a volcanic landscape sculpted by
erosion to form a succession of mountain ridges, valleys and pinnacles known
as “fairy chimneys” or hoodoos, Goreme National Park and the Rock Sites of
Cappadocia cover the region between the cities of Nevsehir, Urgtip and Avanos,
the sites of Karain, Karlik, Yesil6z, Sodanli and the subterranean cities of
Kaymakll and Derinkuyu. The area is bounded on the south and east by ranges
of extinct volcanoes with Erciyes Dag (3916 m) at one end and Hasan Dag (3253
m) at the other. The density of its rock—hewn cells, churches, troglodyte villages
and subterranean cities within the rock formations make it one of the world's
most striking and largest cave—dwelling complexes. Though interesting from a
geological and ethnological point of view, the incomparable beauty of the decor
of the Christian sanctuaries makes Cappadocia one of the leading examples of
the post—iconoclastic Byzantine art period.

It is believed that the first signs of monastic activity in Cappadocia date back to
the 4th century at which time small anchorite communities, acting on the
teachings of Basileios the Great, Bishop of Kayseri, began inhabiting cells hewn
in the rock. In later periods, in order to resist Arab invasions, they began banding
together into troglodyte villages or subterranean towns such as Kaymakli or
Derinkuyu which served as places of refuge.

Cappadocian monasticism was already well established in the iconoclastic period
(725-842) as illustrated by the decoration of many sanctuaries which kept a strict
minimum of symbols (most often sculpted or tempera painted crosses). However,
after 842 many rupestral churches were dug in Cappadocia and richly decorated
with brightly coloured figurative painting. Those in the Gdéreme Valley include
Tokall Kilise and El Nazar Kilise (10th century), St. Barbara Kilise and Sakl Kilise
(11th century) and Elmali Kilise and Karanlik Kilise (end of the 12th — beginning
of the 13th century).



Criterion (i): Owing to their quality and density, the rupestral sanctuaries of
Cappadocia constitute a unique artistic achievement offering irreplaceable
testimony to the post—iconoclastic Byzantine art period.

Criterion (iii): The rupestral dwellings, villages, convents and churches retain the
fossilized image of a province of the Byzantine Empire between the 4th century
and the arrival of the Seljuk Turks (1071). Thus, they are the essential vestiges of
a civilization which has disappeared.

Criterion (v): Cappadocia is an outstanding example of a traditional human
settlement which has become vulnerable under the combined effects of natural
erosion and, more recently, tourism.

Criterion (vii): In a spectacular landscape dramatically demonstrating erosional
forces, the Goreme Valley and its surroundings provide a globally renowned and
accessible display of hoodoo landforms and other erosional features, which are
of great beauty, and which interact with the cultural elements of the landscape.

Integrity

Goreme National Park and the Rock Sites of Cappadocia, having been extensively
used and modified by man for centuries, is a landscape of harmony combining
human interaction and settlement with dramatic natural landforms. There has
been some earthquake damage to some of the cones and the pillars, but this is
seen as a naturally occurring phenomenon. Overuse by tourists and some
vandalism have been reported and some incompatible structures have been
introduced.

The erosional processes that formed the distinctive conical rock structures will
continue to create new fairy chimneys and rock pillars, however due to the rate
of this process, the natural values of the property may still be threatened by
unsustainable use. The cultural features, including rock—hewn churches and
related cultural structures, mainly at risk of being undermined by erosion and
other negative natural processes coupled with mass tourism and development
pressures, can never be replaced. threats Some of the churches mentioned by
early scholars such as C. Texier, H.G. Rott and Guillaume de Jerphanion are no
longer extant.

Authenticity

The property meets the conditions of authenticity as its values and their attributes,
including its historical setting, form, design, material and workmanship
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adequately reflect the cultural and natural values recognized in the inscription
criteria.

Given the technical difficulties of building in this region, where it is a matter of
hewing out structures within the natural rock, creating architecture by the removal
of material rather than by putting it together to form the elements of a building,
the underlying morphological structure and the difficulties inherent in the handling
of the material inhibited the creative impulses of the builders. This conditioning
of human effort by natural conditions persisted almost unchanged through
successive periods and civilizations, influencing the cultural attitudes and
technical skills of each succeeding generation.

Protection and management requirements

The World Heritage property Goreme National Park and the Rock Sites of
Cappadocia is subject to legal protection in accordance with both the Protection
of Cultural and Natural Resources Act No. 2863 and the National Parks Act No.
2873. The entire territory between the cities of Nevsehir, Urglip and Avanos is
designated as a National Park under the Act No. 2873. In addition, natural,
archaeological, urban, and mixed archaeological and natural conservation areas,
two underground towns, five troglodyte villages, and more than 200 individual
rock—hewn churches, some of which contain numerous frescoes, have been
entered into the register of immovable monuments and sites according to the Act
No. 2863.

Legal protection, management and monitoring of the G6reme National Park and
the Rock Sites of Cappadocia fall within the scope of national and regional
governmental administrations. The Nevsehir and Kayseri Regional Conservation
Councils are responsible for keeping the register of monuments and sites,
including carrying out all tasks related to the legal protection of monuments and
listed buildings and the approval to carry out any restoration—related works. They
also evaluate regional and conservation area plans prepared by the responsible
national and/or local (i.e. municipal) authorities.

Studies for revision and updating of the existing land use and conservation plan
(Goreme National Park Long—term Development Plan) of 1981 were completed in
2003. The major planning decisions proposed were that natural conservation
areas are to be protected as they were declared in 1976. Minor adjustments in
the peripheral areas of settlements and spatial developments of towns located in
the natural conservation sites including Goreme, Ortahisar, Cavusin, Urgip and
Mustafapasa will be strictly controlled. In other words, the Plan proposes to
confine the physical growth of these towns to recently established zones. Hotel
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developments will take into account the set limits for room capacities.
Furthermore, the plan also suggested that local authorities should be advised to
review land use decisions for areas that have been reserved for tourism
developments in the town plans.

Preparation of conservation area plans for the urban and/or mixed urban-
archaeological conservation sites within the historic sections of Gdéreme are in
place and provide zoning criteria and the rules and guidelines to be used in the
maintenance and restoration of listed buildings and other buildings which are not
registered, but which are located within the historic zones. Similar planning
studies for the towns of Ortahisar and Uchisar are in place. Once finalised, a
conservation area plan for the urban conservation area in Urgip will be in place.
All relevant plans are kept up to date on a continuing basis.

Appropriate facilities aimed at improving the understanding of the World Heritage
property have been completed for the subterranean towns of Kaymakli and
Derinkuyu, and are required for Géreme and Pasabag!.

Monuments in danger due to erosion, including the El Nazar, Elmali, and
Meryemana (Virgin Mary) churches, have been listed as monuments requiring
priority action. Specific measures for their protection, restoration and
maintenance are required at the site level.

While conservation plans and protection measures are in place for individual sites,
it is recognised by the principal parties responsible for site management that an
integrated Regional Plan for the Cappadocia Cultural and Tourism Conservation
and Development Area is required to protect the World Heritage values of the
property. Adequate financial, political and technical support is also required to
secure the management of the property.



DresdenElbe-Valley

The 18th— and 19th—century cultural landscape of Dresden Elbe Valley extends
some 18 km along the river from Ubigau Palace and Ostragehege fields in the
north—west to the Pillnitz Palace and the Elbe River Island in the south—east. It
features low meadows, and is crowned by the Pillnitz Palace and the centre of
Dresden with its numerous monuments and parks from the 16th to 20th centuries.
The landscape also features 19th— and 20th—century suburban villas and gardens
and valuable natural features. Some terraced slopes along the river are still used
for viticulture and some old villages have retained their historic structure and
elements from the industrial revolution, notably the 147-m Blue Wonder steel
bridge (1891-93), the single—rail suspension cable railway (1898-1901), and the
funicular (1894-95). The passenger steamships (the oldest from 1879) and
shipyard (c. 1900) are still in use.

Justification for Inscription

Criterion (ii): The Dresden Elbe Valley has been the crossroads in Europe, in
culture, science and technology. Its art collections, architecture, gardens, and
landscape features have been an important reference for Central European
developments in the 18th and 19th centuries.

Criterion (iii): The Dresden Elbe Valley contains exceptional testimonies of court
architecture and festivities, as well as renowned examples of middle—class
architecture and industrial heritage representing European urban development
into the modern industrial era.

Criterion (iv): The Dresden Elbe Valley is an outstanding cultural landscape, an
ensemble that integrates the celebrated barogue setting and suburban garden
city into an artistic whole within the river valley.

Criterion (v): The Dresden Elbe Valley is an outstanding example of land use,
representing an exceptional development of a major Central-European city. The
value of this cultural landscape has long been recognized, but it is now under
new pressures for change.
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Dresden is deleted from UNESCO’s World Heritage List

Thursday, June 25, 2009

"Every time we fail to preserve a site, we share the pain of the State Party,"
declared Maria JesUs San Segundo, the Ambassador and Permanent Delegate of
Spain to UNESCO who is chairing the 33rd session of the World Heritage
Committee presently underway in Seville on Thursday.

The World Heritage Committee decided to remove Germany's Dresden Elbe Valley
from UNESCO's World Heritage List due to the building of a four—lane bridge in
the heart of the cultural landscape which meant that the property failed to keep
its "outstanding universal value as inscribed."

Dresden was inscribed as a cultural landscape in 2004. The Committee said that
Germany could present a new nomination relating to Dresden in the future. In
doing so, the Committee recognized that parts of the site might be considered
to be of outstanding universal value, but that it would have to be presented under
different criteria and boundaries.

The 18th— and 19th—century cultural landscape of Dresden Elbe Valley stretches
some 18 km along the river from Ubigau Palace and Ostragehege fields in the
north—west to the Pillnitz Palace and the Elbe River Island in the south—east. The
property, which features low meadows, and is crowned by the Pillnitz Palace as
well as numerous monuments and parks from the 16th to 20th centuries in the
city of Dresden, was inscribed on the List of World Heritage in Danger in 2006
because of the planned Waldschldésschen Bridge.
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