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Welcome to this semester’s issue of FOCUS!

This edition highlights the incredible achievements,
stories, and experiences that make APU so
special.We hope you enjoy this issue and feel
inspired by the stories within!

AiRCs



Encouragement

Stay/consistentand(do)yourjbest fevemwhen!things
gettoughtEvery/efforbyou'putinievenithe'small
ones)addsuplovertimeyfsojtrustevery,process
becauseyourshard\work matters!!

S ince coming to APU, learning about BGS motivated me to aim for
academic excellence and stay within the top 10%. This recognition aligns
with my goal of balancing dedication to studies with personal
development, even as I juggle part-time jobs and participation in circles
like Yosshakoi. Achieving this honor reflects my perseverance amid a
packed schedule.

I7E|he most challenging aspect was managing time across academics,
clubs and work. Though I sometimes doubted myself when my scores didn’t
meet expectations, I stayed motivated by trusting my motto:

“Do your best and let God.”

ANDO Momofuku Award

ISTESHAM “Emphasize on connecting your efforts in
FARHAM your university life to your future goal and
APM 4th Year how you are systematically working
towards your future goal”
I applied for the Ando Momofuku
Award Fall 2023 as a way to ) 3
challenge myself and explore my ' N |
HONOR

experiences, activities at APU, and
future goals. One key challenge was
crafting a convincing and cohesive
storyline, which I overcame by
linking my past and current
activities, the lessons I've learned,
and how they align with my future
goals and contributions to society.

Shape your world

FOCUS SP25
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PROF.

JUBERT
" CHEUNG

Department: Ritsumeikan Asia Pacific University
College of Sustainability and Tourism
Position: Assistant Professor

Department: Ritsumeikan Asia Pacific University
Education Development and Learning Support
Center

Position: Assistant Professor

How long have you been teaching multinational
classes at APU?
1-3 years

What challenges have you encountered when
teaching multinational and diverse classes at APU?

I think the biggest challenge I've faced is that the extent of
prior knowledge and skills that students may have in a
particular area, as well as their English fluency, can vary
widely in any given class. This can make it tricky to figure out
the nature and extent of support that different students may
need to tackle various tasks and to feel welcome and included
in the learning process.

What do you think are the most significant benefits
of teaching in a multinational and diverse classroom
at APU?

There is always so much to learn from my students, and so
much that they can learn from one another, as long as they’re
willing to challenge themselves to be seen and heard. I think
we often end up learning the most from geo%le who have
lived lives so different from our own, and who hold very
different constellations of identities and worldviews.
Engaging deeply with difference allows us to think more
critically about our own perspectives, assumptions, and
unconscious biases, and to practice curiosity and open-
mindedness in the face of unfamiliar points of view.

What are your future goals at APU?

One goal I have is to keep exploring and applying practices of
inclusive pedagogy, and to better understand what exactly
that means and looks like in this unique APU context. Since I
primarily teach first-year education courses, I also want to
continue working toward building a curriculum that helps
students transition smoothly into college life and find a sense
of belonging and empowerment here.

How long have you been teaching multinational
classes at APU?
One semester (since October 2024)

What challenges have you encountered when
teaching multinational and diverse classes at APU?
Our students come to APU from all around the world,
bringing with them different backgrounds and experiences.
It is important to ensure that every student has an equal
opportunity to learn and succeed. In my classroom, I apply
principles of Universal Design for Learning to ensure that
every student can access learning materiaTs, and I design
activities and assessments so that students can engage and
develop at their own level and pace.

What do you think are the most significant benefits
of teaching in a multinational and diverse classroom
at APU?

I was born in Canada, grew up in Hong Kong, and lived in
England, Australia, Japan and Italy. I've learned a lot from
the people in each of these countries. The multinational and
diverse learning environment at APU allows us to learn from
one another, right here in Beppu. Students at APU aren’t the
only ones who get to engage and build friendships with
people from around the world — the faculty do too.

What are your future goals at APU?

I'm here at APU, first and foremost, as a conservation
scientist. My goal here at APU is to build the HC
Conservation Lab into a hub for interdisciplinary research
that informs conservation policy and practice to improve
biodiversity outcomes. We are recruiting motivated students
with a love for the natural world who wish to contribute to
interdisciplinary and collaborative conservation research and
practice. Driven? Interested? Visit
www.hcxconservation.org/lab to learn more.


http://www.hcxconservation.org/lab

i) AN INTERVIEW

Hello from the Q team! In the 24FA semester, we interviewed Professor Yoshida
Kaori! She is a professor in the College of Asia Pacific Studies (APS), specializing in
media studies and cultural studies.

Through this article, we want to share with the readers about Professor Kaori
Yoshida's experiences in graduate school and her approach to teaching, as well as
advice for students and impressions from her seminar students. There are many
interesting stories about her graduate school days when she encountered language
barriers, the challenges of teaching in a multicultural environment, and how to
incorporate topics such as war and gender to media studies. Please take a look!

CAICBIR! QF—LALTT!

MBI SHEHREREEEEEICA V21 —% LE L SHESZEEIZAPS (7
TEREFED) OHEIRT. X704 TREEXHARZER L. £ldBAaHhE R
BEHIATVWET, CDEEETIF. SHESBIROAKFEREFROZECEEADID
HA. HICHFEICHTET7 RN AP THESBBIROE A5 ORBEHE T TL)
F9!

SRDEIIR DD 2T KRERRRDOEFEY. EXUHIRIETOHRBEDRE. HECPIT
VA=W TeT U= R T—TICESEIEOININC VW o lehbiEh e, BHIKR
WHBENEDTECIATY! FOZEBLLETWV!
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J-Startup Realize your potential
If you have an innovative Provides international
startup idea this is the internship programs to
perfect platform for you, attain professional and
as it is backed by the personal experience with a
Ministry of Economy, focus on global travel and
Trade and Industry. community.

>

@\,

Focuses on bilingual
applicants and provides
opportunities both in
Japan and abroad
featuring multinational

companies.
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Oita based opportunities ?

Japan’s largest job fair & platforms:

<y HEUEBLEAHRE VD ‘
CICEN 2% mn+e|| active-nct

International Students Talent Bank of Cita
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Job-hunting activity schedule

The traditional Japanese job hunting process

Job Hunting
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Differences Between Japanese companies (H &) and
foreign-affiliated companies or (P& R T ).
Feature Japan World
Timing and Starts 14 months before graduation, Begins closer to or after
Duration lasting up to a year graduation

Recruitment
Process

Focus on New
Graduates

Mass hiring during a specific season

Prioritizes fresh graduates and their
potential

Year-round hiring based on
immediate needs

Focuses more on experience
and skills

You can also find concise, English-friendly information on Jport Journal JPort
and Daijob.com
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Professor By Day

JAZZ MUSICIANY
BY NIGHT il

A Cup of Tea with Professor Joseph Progler

JOURNEY TO JAZZ

My parents always played Frank Sinatra around the
house. I didn’t really like it then, but I heard it a lot.
When I started looking at other ways to play guitar
besides rock, I came across a jazz guitar and I fell in
love with it immediately.

I ended up getting a jazz guitar scholarship at a
college in New York for a degree in Music Education.
Throughout most of the 1980s, I was mostly trying to
be a working musician while still attending college.
After about ten years, I got really tired of the whole
thing: I realized I liked music but not as a job. I didn’t
want to be an entertainer; I just wanted to play
music.

During the 1990s, I sold all of my musical
instruments and equipment, and traveled while
working on a graduate degree in Ethnomusicology. I
picked up the guitar again in the early 2000s, just as a
hobby. After moving to Japan to work at APU, I
eventually found a very vibrant jazz jam session scene
in Oita where people get together to play the music
they love.. And I found that there is a very vibrant
jazz interest in Japan where people just get together
and play. I just preferred that casual and fun
environment to having it as a job. So now I go to
those jam sessions at least once a week.

Do you find any
similarities between
performing jazz and
teaching a class?

Yes, of course. You can play the music, but you can
also "play around" with the music. To do that,
however, you need to know the materials inside out
and upside down. I spend a tremendous amount of
time familiarizing myself with my class content
because when you improvise, there is an
unpredictability factor. I don’t think I've taught the
same course the same way ever. Of course, you need
structure: there’s an introduction for the song, then
you play the song, then there is an ending. So pacing,
timing, and moving into a new part or section are
things in common between playing jazz and teaching
lectures.

FOCUS SpP25

I think that to be a good teacher you have to be an eager
learner. Because of my jazz sensibility, 'm not happy to
just learn something and then reproduce it. I learned it
and, now that I know it, I enjoy figuring out how to explain
it to a certain group of people. I gravitate towards doing
lectures and, to do a good lecture, you have to have good
timing. It’s similar to playing music: If you just play the
same thing for an hour it’s going to get boring.

How does playing
jazz influence your
teaching style?

One time, I asked my seminar students to write a
paragraph about something that stood out to them
after reading a forum we had with previous students’
comments.

One of them said that
she noticed that I was a
“jazz professor”
because I treat my
teaching the way a
musician treats a piece
of music for jazz.
Spontaneity, creativity,
and improvisation are
really big parts of jazz.

Where do you
usually perform?

I really enjoy going to different places and
playing music with people. Cantaloop is one of
them. It’s run by a couple who are musicians
and they have jazz jam sessions every week on
Wednesday. There are also two former jazz
“kissa" that have been open for over 30 years
and now operate as livehouses: Naima and
Base-1. These places are like a hub for
communities of people who love jazz.

In her view, I was doing that in my
teaching, too.

“Jazz is alive
and well, it
lives in
Japan, and it
smells like
coffee.”
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The AMC is here to support APU students
looking to improve their analytics and math
skills in English or Japanese.

Our trained tutors provide guidance for a range
of subjects, including Fundamental
Mathematics, Business Mathematics, Advanced
Mathematics, and Statistics.

E %850 | Operating Hours

3rd -6th period | 1 PR~6FR
Monday to Friday | 8
Location: Library First Floor | EIZ8E1M&

How to Book a Session
Reserve your spot here:

Walk-in sessions are also
available on a first-come,
first-served basis.

FOCUS SP25

The Writing Center (WC) is here to help you

improve your writing skills for any
assignment!

Whether you're drafting an essay, refining a
research paper, or simply reviewing your final

draft, the WC offers friendly, expert guidance to

set you on the path to success.

Sign up in Advance- the last 2 weeks of each
quarter are almost always full.

We accept walk-ins, however, to ensure your
session, we recommend reserving in advance.

Reserve your session here!

QR Code: Note from the Coordinator,
Associate Professor Lindsay
Mack - Research shows one of
the best ways to improve
academic writing skills is
through one-on-one tutoring.
Sign up today! Each session is
40 minutes—come ready to
learn, grow, and gain valuable
feedback.
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New Message
To the job hunting students of APU!

Sigma Boy
o

. " . :
Nl Don't forget to eat, sleep, and rest! | know you're trying

your best. Great things are here to come, believe, believe
coolpokebro69

genga25

Dear coolpokebro69, .

Jus? wanted to express h_ow glad I am that we got to start _ New Message
talking to each other again after a couple of years of
being out of contact. | truly appreciate your company and ; 305
I hope we get to go on more adventures together. To: pata‘ta _
: rice cooker

Best, me

) " .
Genga25 Qood things take E Some of the greatest blessings of my

university life. I'm so grateful for all the
memories we've cultivated. The smiles,
the meows, the pokemon, and the

Frov, random gym equipment will live on
Un Poco forever- in our memories and pictures on
line.

New Message

Heaven

Duble

New Message

your kind presence, holding my trembling hands. How
lucky | am to have met you.

halan halan
To meet someone who loves me furiously, strongly,
passionately. Someone who held me when the world sul
would scream at me. Someone who gazed at me with soft
adoring eyes. Someone who protected me, listened to dear, halan
me, guided me. Someone who made the impossible
possible. You unknowingly tended a wounded soul and Thank you, my amazing friends, for making 2024 so
brought it back to life. You looked beyond my scars and unforgettable. Every trip, laugh, and moment we’ve
my unstable self and still love me like no other. You, only shared means the world to me. I love you all and can’t
you could make me want to try to love myself again as | wait for more adventures together. Let’s stay close and
question why you are able to love me so much. As such, | keep making memories. Here’s to us, always. @

do not love you to death but, I love you to life.

FOCUS SP25
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ENTERTAINMENT.

ALRCS crossword.

HORIZONTAL

3. Current president
of APU

ANSWER IN ALPHABET!

REBONF THRELLETV

5. Honor Society accredited
by AACSB for

business students
6. Famous tourist spot
in Beppu

8. Honor prize and award |5

in APU awarded to 5th

and 8th semester students
9. Student organization

that supports students

with academic

learning resources

3. APURRZE

5. AACSBERTE DZEF 30
FHEEEERS

6. BIFDBERERAZRY b

8. APUDSEA L 8F4AIC
BESh2EEECE

9. FEIIFFIY—%
RT3 F 444

VERTICAL

1. Country with the largest amount of
international students in APU (2024)
2. APU CSM professor who enjoys jazz

Pl

1. APUICEDZ L DEBRELEE T I E
(2024)
2. ¥ v X4FZ DAPU CSMEEZ

4. APU Office that supports students with job hunting 4. EEE A VR -2y T=

and internships

7. Name of the Library's magazine

8. Support desk that helps students with
mathematics and analytics

FOCUS SP25

HR— I BAPUL T« R
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8. ERNICOVWTEERZZIET S
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ALRCS quiz.

Answer the following questions and count how
many anwers you get per category.
UToBEMICER. ATFIdV—-CticEEH%E
BRTLIESW,

1. You think that Beppu is...
BB EIR...

¢ Rich in nature and tourist spots
ENGBEACEAIRY ~

« A place with lots of potential for business growth
ESRIAERDEIREMISTE S 1235 «

o Great place to meet people from other countries

tEDALZ EHESERIFES L VMG =

2. You read the news and your first concern is:
—a—RZEHAT. FTOEICES L
H3:
o The devaluation of the yen
FDTID T ¢
» Global warming
HIIKRBE L
o Corruption in politics

BUA DR »

3. What do you think is most important to
do after graduation?
EEBICRDEEL L RM@AE
CRWVWEITH?
« Follow your passions!
BRUICTER! «
 Build up wealth and experience
BCERERL
» Try to make a change in the world

HRICEUZRIES5ETS

APS, APM or ST?

How much do you match each college? Find out in this quiz.

The answer may surprise you!
BEEBEDSBWVWEES? ST<SROITFEL &S,
ZEZIRU-KDEINB&EL5TY!

4. If all your travel expenses

were paid, which Field Study
would you like to join?
MELSEZLIND LS, O
TZ14—ILRRXZT1ICEMLIEVWTTH?
Social Innovation and Entrepreneurship (SOLVE)
- Bangkok, Thailand

V=>2w)L A/ R=23>k

EEZKEM (SOLVE) -2, N>37 ¢
Change sin Religion and Culture - Jeju, South
Korea

FOT RBE XMW - 3BE - FMNE =
Heritage Tourism in Rural and Urban
environments - Spain, Portugal, Italy

BN CBHRBICE TEIAUT— -

V=) X L-ZARA > RILEAI.
1521)7

5. If you could have any

superpower, which one would

you like to have?
HLEALBRENZEFOCELNTEDL
L. EhEiIF5EVWTIH?

» You are able to convince anyone

HZHMEBIEIENTES C

You are able to heal any dead organism, and heal
most illnesses

FRATEMER L. BLACDRRZARAT L
NTES

» You can travel in time and observe every major

historical moment
BALEIRILDTE,
BRIBZEHDTES

H 5B ELRIBHEZ

Each answer equals to 20% for one college.
Count how many answers you have per college, and calculate your final percentage!
ZThZNOZERIF. 1DDKRFD20%ICHHL T,
ARECCICBEZDOHERZ. REHNEN—tEYT—J%HET B!
=ST/( = APM / = APS

FOCUS SP25
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“After preparing 2 months for Tenkusai
performance, we became closer to each

other and created wonderful memories 0
together.” \ ) t

WHAT DOES CHAISTMAS
o e

g pu iy, by
P R

4
“Christmas in Japan.”

“THICBEIE. RIEZTY, P53 ZEL TEBRRROR
RBEETWET, A\BZHEFE5LTVET, Hello, we are
Kendo Club. We are also developing international
exchange through swords. We are waiting for you to

“Late night out, Beppuwan vibes & join the club!”

—an escape from reality.”

FOCUS SP25 13



“Fireworks at Beppu E£0.”

We made it! Another year, another chapter closed. ¥’
Great job on making it through—whether it was smooth sailing or a wild rollercoaster, you did it. This year came with
its challenges, victories, and everything in between, but through it all, we kept going.
A huge THANK YOU to this amazing community for the energy, creativity, and support that made this year what it
was. You showed up, worked hard, and made an impact in ways big and small. That’s something to be proud of.
So here’s to us—surviving, thriving, and making it through another year. Wishing you all rest, joy, and new
adventures ahead! 7
See you in the next one!

FOCUS SP25 \\
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