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"How to make your university life an unforgettable one?)

To many students, this can be achieved by joining circles, organizing
multicultural events, taking seminars, applying for scholarships, or
making as many friends as possible. However, if you have no idea of
what to do at APU yet, we will suggest some of the best things you can
try to make the most of your university life! With this FOCUS Magazine
Volume 15, we will accompany you to make your journey at APU more
meaningful and fulfilling.
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Traveling a long way from Mexico to
teach Spanish at APU, Professor
Daniel has spent one and a half year
enjoying Beppu. In this 15th issue of
FOCUS Magazine, Professor will
share his exciting journey of
teaching the Spanish language and
his cultural experience in Japan.

Why did you decide to
become a language
teacher?

| have a deep interest in language. |
consider language as a window that can
change the way you see the world. And |
believe that the way you utilize your
language reflects your outlook on
reality. Teaching Spanish is a great
responsibility for me since it is not only
about grammar or vocabulary, but it is also
about how | portray and impart my own
perspective of the world to the class.
Therefore, | decided to be a Spanish
teacher to help students understand the
world better through language.

"I helieve that the
way you utilize your
language refiects
your outiook on
reality”

FOCUS SP23 - Professor Interview
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How does language teaching
impact your life?

Teaching Spanish made two impacts on my life. First, | got the
opportunity to travel to Japan and got to meet amazing and
interesting people. Second, teaching my own language
changes the way | perceived the Spanish language. Thus, being
given the chance to teach in my own language made me more
precise and critical as to what word or expression | should use.
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Do you think it is important to learn a new
language?

IMy grandfather once said that “the only thing that never ends is to study”. It
does not matter how old you are, what degree you finished, or what job you are

doing; the thing is that you are studying and learning new things every single day.
Learning a new language is not only good for exercising your mind or gives you
the advantage to speak to other nationalities but also, makes you more sensitive
to various cultures and ideologies; thus, helping you comprehend the world better.
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What is the important thing when learning a new
language?

If you are learning a new language, it is necessary to involve yourself in the culture. It does not have to be bound

by academic books, but it could be friends, music, movies, or literature. Communication is the key. It does not
matter if you know a lot of grammar or have an extensive list of vocabulary, if you are not yet ready to utilize it,
learning a new language will be ineffective. Therefore, the two most important thing is communication and being
involved in the culture.

"l decided tobhe a
Spanish teacher to
help students
understand the
world hetter
through language™
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"If you are learning a new language, it is necessary to

Involve yourself in the culture”
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Advice to students learning
a new language

Go ahead and immerse yourself in the language you
are learning. The thing is you need to be deeply
involved in the culture of the language you are
learning. So, if you are learning Korean, go and eat
some Korean foods; if you are learning Japanese, go
and watch some anime or read some manga, or if you
are learning Spanish, go and listen to Spanish music
and learn to dance salsa. Immersing yourself in the
culture will bring you closer to the language.

FOCUS SP23 - Professor Interview
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"Go ahead and immerse
yourself in the language
you are leaming"
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Shibuya-sensei grew up in Hokkaido and has
been living in Beppu for five years. Currently, she
is teaching Japanese at APU while sharing the
value and joy of Japanese communication.
Before coming to APU, she used to teach
Japanese in South Korea, Indonesia, and Nepal.
In this 15th issue of FOCUS Magazine, Shibuya
sensei will share her own experience as well as
the pleasure of learning and teaching Japanese
language.

FOCUS SP23 - Professor Interview
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After graduating from university, | worked at a local financial
institution in Hokkaido for about five years. However, | lost
interest in the job, so | shifted my mindset to the things that |
like. Ever since | was a student, | have been interested in
learning different languages, especially national languages.
When | was in high school, | noticed that | knew more vocabulary
than my classmates. For that reason, | decided to pursue a path
related to language which | had been interested in for a long
time. Because | could not speak English fluently, | chose
"Japanese language education” instead. Also, | realized that
going to graduate school was too risky, so | enrolled in a
Japanese language teacher training course (420 hours) which
was certified by the Agency for Cultural Affairs, and since then, |
started working as a Japanese teacher.
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The most important thing is to have a strong passion for learning languages. From that point, you should set
goals, and think about the methods to achieve those goals. It could be writing, listening, speaking, reading, and
other techniques that can make you feel closer to the language. Also, sometimes, we experience demotivation
which slows down our learning progress. However, do not give up. The thing is you need to remember your intention

of learning the language in the first place.

APU DEZEEAX Y=/
Message to APU students
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I want you to experience various things during your school days. What | mean about this is
doing the things you enjoy while getting ready for the challenges in life as well. As a student,
you can run away from things you do not like. But there are many things you cannot run away
from once you enter a company or a workforce. Now, there may be students who do not like
working in groups, but you cannot choose whom you want to work with once you go into the
bigger world. Therefore, you should step out of your comfort zone and challenge yourself while
you are a student at university, even with the things you do not like!

FOCUS SP23 - Professor Interview 07



STUDENT INTERVIEW
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STUDENT INTERVIEW
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OVERSEAS EXCHANGE PROGRAM: UNIVERSITY OF KENT (FALL 2023)\&

What are the valuable things

you have learned from joining
many programs at APU?

Participating in programs such as GLAD and
AUA makes a significant impact in my life as
a student. It helps me to broaden my skillset
and improve Japanese skills. Not only did |
get exposed to distinct perspectives and
create network, but also, | got the
opportunity to enhance my creativity and
learn various approach to accomplish a
certain goal.

How did you study for IELTS?

Since English is not my first language,
studying for [ELTS was quite challenging for
me. Given that situation, | tried my best to
concentrate and discipline myself by studying
all the sections which include the writing,
reading, speaking, and listening part for 6 - 7
hours every day. | did this for 10 days straight
before the actual examination.

Introduce more about your
exchange program.

| applied for the exchange program this Fall
semester and there are 2 stages: application
form and essay submission; and an interview.
| will be off to University of Kent in England

next Fall semester. The duration of the
program is one year starting from September
2023 to August 2024.

The main purpose why | want to experience
exchange program is to discover and assess
different business cultures, particularly in
United Kingdom and make a comparison
between European market and Asian market.
Furthermore, | aim to learn more about
commerce and gain skills related to
marketing and negotiation.

FOCUS SP23 - Student Interview

Shape your world

APU

Ritaumeikan
Asia Pacific University

Shape your world

ApU

Ritsumepikan
Asia Pacific University

Shape your wol

APII

How did you know about
different exchange programs?

Primarily, | checked the APU website for any
updates regarding the exchange program as
well as reviewed the requirements needed
from the past programs. Moreover, it became
a habit for me to constantly monitor the
Campus Terminal for announcements.

How did you balance between

your studying and activities?

| believe that | did not do well in managing
both my activities and studying, since | always
leave every task in the last minute. Although |
have a fixed plan in my mind, | am still
struggling on how to articulate and execute
those in actual situation as early as possible.
For example, when applying for the
exchange program, no matter how driven |
was to finish my application, still, | was able
to get it done hours before the deadline.

09



ALRGS GONTRIBUTION

AESISTd N CanSISemesicn
)

Erominconesia

Jolnzd ALNCS Foll 2090, Wit Conize Feall 2077

MUHAMMAD
RAYHANSYAH JASIN

HEEI A CTAICEIF ! It is an honor to share my story with all of you!
My name is Rayhan, and | came from the city of South Tangerang, located in

Jakarta, Indonesia. | am a 5th semester student, majoring in International Relations. |
have been engaged with ALRCS since Fall 2020 and it has been one of my most
cherished experiences here at APU.

ALRCS is more than just an organization; ALRCS is a family! At times, | do
not anticipate school activities due to the burdens they might bring. However, | always
perceive ALRCS with extreme excitement. In ALRCS, we have gohankai at least once
every quarter as well as camping activities in places like ryokan, or resorts to spend
quality time with each other every semester.

In ALRCS, | am a part of the Environment Team (E-Team). We manage the ALRCS
room, run the recommendation shelf for books and movies, organize movie screenings,
and conduct Bibliobattles. | am deeply grateful to meet and work with my awesome
fellow members! The team consists of funny people with positive energy beaming
from them, yet they are also professional and cooperative. Whenever we have E-Team
gohankai, we always enjoy our time together that we forget about the time. Also, in

weekly meetings, we never forget to have fun while doing our given tasks.

Apart from doing team tasks, we have general responsibilities as
an ALRCS member. The most evident one is doing our shifts and
patrolling at the library. Being a part of ALRCS gives me the
opportunity to meet different students all the time. Shape your world

In the library, | am also providing other services for students as a j
Writing Center tutor. | joined the Writing Center this semester and it } u

is a whole new exciting journey for me. Every week, | conduct

tutoring sessions in the Writing Center booth located at the corner Rits' ~ikan

Asia Pa é Iniversity
| {

of Pangea 3 to the right side of the ALRCS help desk to help
students improve their writing skills. On top of that, since every
person has their own way of writing, it is challenging to deal with
new people every time.

Being involved in circles and organizations means two opposite
yet connected areas. On one side, we can create networks and
build long-lasting relationships. On the other hand, we will be
facing consequences for every engagement we make. Thus, | always
remind myself to commit to my decision and abide by the rules and
regulations since nobody forces me to join these organizations.
Also, gaining experience and friends is necessary for my life. Beyond
that, ALRCS shares a room with the Writing Center so each
organization controls one side. However, that rule does not apply to
me because | can move freely either way.

FOCUS SP23 - ALRCS Contribution 10



My name is Brian, and | am a 7th semester International

Relation student. Currently, | am most enthusiastic about

interacting, and building relationships with different

people from various backgrounds. Moreover, | have been

active in organizations and circles such as We Are

Aware, Campus Development Project, Indonesian Week,
Technical Support Staff (TSS), and Wadaiko Raku.

WADAIKO RAKU FIkabse

Through this opportunity, | will share my journey as a
committed member of Wadaiko Raku. Wadaiko
Raku is an Art and Cultural organization that aims to
encourage people to "enjoy" Japanese drums
through "enjoyment" in hitting drums. | joined
Wadaiko Raku in the first semester and am still active
now. As a member, the part that | enjoy the most is
the Spring and Summer practices where members
practice for several hours on campus. We would
spend time together from morning until late at night.
| enjoy this time a lot because this is when | can make
connections and talk to other members. During this
time, | also feel healthy since | perceive practice as
an interesting sport. Every moment | execute a step
or a movement, it feels like | am burning a lot of
calories, and getting fitter, which helps boost my

energy as well as self-esteem

The language barrier is a great challenge for me.
When most of our bilingual senpais graduated, the
communication gap between the Japanese and
international students widened. However, we do not
let this challenge separate our members. Members
from my batch consider this challenge a motivation
to improve their Japanese skills; therefore, we now
can fill in the language gap and establish close
relationships with other members regardless of
nationality.

Wadaiko Raku made a remarkable impact on my life

through the struggles that | encountered in the
performance practices. When learning a new song,
the practice can become vigorous and intensive, and
giving up seems to be the easiest option. However,
the feeling during the practice and after a successful
performance is, indeed, an invaluable reward.
Thanks to my experience in Wadaiko Raku, |
always approach challenges in my life with a
similar attitude: a high effort is significant to

achieve later good things in life.

My message for APU students: Always challenge
yourself and try new things. Joining a circle is
necessary at APU because the experiences that you
get are something you cannot learn in class. It will not
only help color your student life but also prepare you
for the challenges you will face in your future career.
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NEW FACES
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What are the goals you want to achieve during your 4-year stay at APU? /

APUTDAERBTER LW —)LIZfEIcIh 2 *

Gafatasi Sua
APM * Samoa

Be fluent in Japanese/ To graduate
with a Business Management degree

Saya Shigeta
APS ° Federated States of
Micronesia

To promote Oceania. To take advantage of
APU's diversity and make many friends.

Karunagoda
Natharie Sachie

Sofia Villagomez

Arrona
APM * Mexico

To reach at least Pre-advanced

APS * Sri Lanka
To be fluent in different languages
and pass the language proficiency
tests/ To join ALRCS, FLAG and TA
opportunities/ To expand my learning in
Hospitality and Tourism

Japanese/ Make a lot of international
friends/Get baito/ Get involved in a
local community

FOCUS SP23 - New Faces of APU

Zhang Zhuoya

APS ¢ China
Be multilingual (English, Japanese, Spanish,
Korean and Mandarin)

Nikolay Yaromich

APS ° Belarus

To build long lasting friendships/To explore
Japan/To become a better version of myself
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MESSAGE FROM SENPAI
ZEDPSODRXYE=D

_’9—-”61”5” THAOLY, APM
| hope you can make the most out EUNIL ”M,”PS

of your university life in APU and

From the first time you enter into the
develop both social skills and y

education system, you learn man
academic knowledge. Setting 4 / Y

things. It i h th
goals and keeping track of your ings. It is so much beyond the

: academic curriculum. It is about
improvement everyday would

—

TATIANA, APS

Your first time in APU is bound to be a
scary one |'m sure, but | can guarantee

meeting new people, who have lived

help your personal growth.

a different trajectory. This gap grows

bigger and bigger as you move

further away from your comfort zone.
What sets APU apart from many

universities comes from this sense of
freshness. Your time in APU is a rare
opportunity to experience people

it'll be one of the best rollercoasters you'll from very different people. There can

experience over your four years here! be both positive and negative

From meeting lifelong friends to outcomes from it but find your own

broadening your horizons, not only do you definition. Nothing is a waste. Don't
have the chance to grow as a person but give in to the fear and stress and

the memories you make will be ones nurture your character through

you can never forget! | wish you nothing your experience.

but the best, and always know that you're

‘ Eno’r alone here!
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BHAEIEDBEAA. ZEFTELEFEDETOAPUEICIZZE T IREDEEXT
APUT LA TEAWVEERZ LTIELWTTY

>
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INTRODUGING ©
REFERENGE GOUNTER

LI77L2RA02—iE?

What is the Reference Counter?

APUSA TSV —BEICHBLTFLYRATDYZ—TIE ZTF3A2EFYFAVDNAT) Y B
XTROPHARINTUVE Y, BERAESET. LR MEEPERDOIDDERHRLZ. 3ADRH
YITADNBEFLELVLTINE T, XEPHAIRLICE>TWE A, FTRELIFLYRAATVE—D
Ay TEANHEKLTHTL TV !

The Reference Counter is located on the 1st floor of the APU library and provides a hybrid service in both
Japanese and English. There are three staff members who help students to find academic materials for
reports and graduation thesis. If you are struggling to find academic literature for reference or library
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* On-campus Reference Counter Schedule
Class period (weekdays) 11:00-18:00
Vacation period 14:00-17:30

¢ Online Reference Counter Schedule

(Reservation required)
Please make a reservation through the survey the day before the desired date.

books, please ask the Reference Counter’s staff!
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Main duties at the Reference Counter
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At the reference counter, we provide guidance to students on
how to use the library. Specifically, we instruct on "how to
search for books in the library," "how to use databases," and
"how to search for the academic/literature reference”. In
addition, we attend classes to introduce the utilization of
databases as well as the library.
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| feel a sense of satisfaction when | help students address their
questions, concerns, or troubles about research or the library.
Moreover, when students who are working on a group
presentation come for advice, | always help them prepare the
materials and guidance for their projects. The moment | receive
the news that the presentation is successful, | am happy.
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Even though it is a small question, if you are uncertain about how to look for
books or academic references, please do not hesitate to approach the staff at
the Reference Counter and ask. Through a discussion, we can always figure out
the materials needed for you! Even if the theme of your reports or essays has
not been decided, or you are unsure about the required literature reference, do
not hesitate to consult with the staff, instead of struggling by yourself!
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