RITSUM KAN AP E 2015

US

Ji—————H3R

ISSUE 13 * SPRING2022

Let's flnd new hobbzes
ML UWlBikzZRDIT&

Professor interview|Student Interv1ew|
AeLRCS contribution| Student contribution |Our Hobbies

‘,
o
£

=

bl




Table of Contents

Student Interview ()

10

Student Contribution

ALRCS Contribution

Our hobbies




Editor's Message

SULAGNA BANERJEE
Editor of FOCUS Vol.13
ALRCS Design Team FA2021

As we end our second year living with the
COVID-19, it is very uplifting to see how APU
students have evolved with each passing year.
We have adapted and made the best out of the 4
current situation and it is really great t

APU students were able to be pr ive and
find their lost passion or discover
to all our readers, thank you fo porting us
and we hope for your continu pport in the

future as welll
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STARTING A HOBBY FROM THE PANDEMIC

Professor Interivew

Associate Professor JUNG Jonghee

In charge of the Korean language
and immersion program
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Article by Kaho, Translation by Ha/Design by Karen
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What is your hobby and where

do you usually do it?

| grow vegetables in Amama, Beppu.
| do not do this alone, but with my
university friend who is also the
leader of the group. Together we
create a group of 5 people. Apart
from my university friend, 5 group
members including a couple of
English teachers in Beppu City and
one APU's Thai language teacher.

We grow onions, sunny lettuce,
perilla leaves, coriander and so on.
We also grow plums, persimmons,

summer tangerines and mandarins.

At the moment, we are working in a
team of 5 as core members. In the
past, there were 3 APU office staff
participated, and my acquaintance's
son also came to help. We welcome
everyone who has the same interest
in nature and growing vegetables to
join with us. So if you are interested,

we would love to hear from youl!
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HEEZNEBIKICLESEBLILEN?
Why did you gain interest in this hobby?
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| want to make use of the field that my friend left and relax by being in touch
with nature. Observing vegetable growing is also, undoubtedly enjoyable. But
more than that, | really enjoy the raw feeling when touching the soil and cherish
the time | have spent with friends who share the same interest as me.
Furthermore, | also cherish the opportunity to interact with different communities
outside APU.

CDBIKISEFPREFEICASHDZEBESELTLIITH?

Does this hobby interfere with your work/personal life?
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This hobby does not affect my life at all because | only visit the field 1-2 times a
month. To be honest, | really want to go and see it every day. However, because

my purpose is not to try to grow vegetables big and delicious for selling, | just

want to cultivate vegetables in a reasonable geographical range.




BIRERDOCER>RBRERVWEIH?
Do you think that it is important to have a hobby?
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It is very important. But more than that, | think it is more essential to have the confidence to tell your
hobbies to everyone. | have the impression that the young generations nowadays are not honest enough to
talk about their hobbies. They are afraid that people will think differently about them if their hobbies are
revealed. Therefore, rather than creating a fake account on SNS to share their interests, | think it is
important to talk about their hobbies in a confident and open way.
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Do you have any advice for students who are afraid of not being able to do their

hobbies while they're attending university? *‘,
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In the first place, | do not think that hobbies can be found by force. And also, whatever you like can be
considered to be your hobby. Besides, in this world, there are two types of people: who is making thei
hobby their job and who separates clearly between their job and their hobbies. However, whichever type

person you want to become will mostly depend on what you place on your priority. Thus, | think students do
not have to worry about not being able to do their hobbies, but it is more important to enjoy and
confidently share their hobbies with everyone. ——
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STARTING A HOBBY FROM THE PANDEMIC

student interview
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My Hobby is...

Doing beauty services such as nail painting and eyelash
extensions. | like myself when | have a passion for doing
something, and | also like detailed work. Manicures and
eyelash extensions require a high level of concentration, and |

think | became much more focused, calmer, creative, and my
communication skills also have improved a lot since doing
these things.

How I started...

I was in Thailand for 10 months last year and due to studying in
the online class system, | had a lot of free time. Therefore, |
wanted to challenge myself to do something new and luckily
my mom knows an eyelash extension expert and she asked me
if | was interested to learn and | did. So | took a basic lash
extensions course. But for the nails, normally | enjoy watching
nail tutorials on YouTube, so | learned how to do nail
manicures from it.

Balancing hobbies & study

Because of the online classes managing time is so much easier. | do Gaidobeauty at
my home, so most of the time | will work during the school day off such as Wednesday
and the weekend.

introduction

KITTISURIN Kunlatorn (Guide)
APS 3rd year
Nationality: Thai

.
In 2020, I was in Thailand for 10 months. At that time, \: \/ h (]]: I g (] ln e d xXx)

Thad alot of free time, so I wanted to try to learn new . . .
things. Tam interested in beauty stuffs, so I spend my Since | opened Gaidobeauty, | have a chance to meet a lot of nice and lovely APU

time learning manicure (nail painting) and lash students. | also can develop my communication skill and practice my English by talking to
extensions besides the online class. the customers. | really like to discuss many topics with people from different perspectives
and nationalities.

Difficulties of doing hobbies in the pandemic

I think because this work requires meeting people, so during the COVID-19 pandemic, | must always be
watchful like always wearing a mask and using alcohol for hygiene all the time.

Advice for people who want to do a similar hobby

First, | think you should start looking for things that interest you. And no matter what
you're interested in, | want you to give it a try. We never know if we'll like it or if it will
work well or not until we give it a try. “Opportunity and time” are valuable things that
we cannot buy. If you have both of them, then go ahead and do whatever you want.

Break a leg!

05 Article by Rizu, Ha/Design by Maru




My Hobby is...
° | have always been passionate about Japanese
” /’ tradition and culture, so when | joined APU, |
a l a u found out about traditional dance circle called
Mai"Raku”. After | joined the circle, | learned so

much about dance, and so | became into
dancing since.

Memorable moments
It is so much fun learning about what you're
passionate about with circle members who share
the same goals. When we have a performance
coming up, we could feel each other's motivation
to practice and make our performance perfect.
In our circle, we are like a family, so it is
comfortable being around the members and
practice the dance with them. That's why | love
my hobby so much!

How I started

| started dancing in Mai’Raku” because | was

interested in Japanese traditional dance and

Llly ° Mai"Raku™s dance is really unique and

APM 4th year Thai \\ interesting. It has a meaningful background story
! %

to it. | came to Japan for studying abroad, so |
thought to myself that | should try what i'm

\ interested in.
O
antharm®®
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Difficulties of doing hobbies in Balancing hobbies & study
the pandemic
Honestly, it was really hard at first. Whenever we

It was really hard to practice because some of have a performance coming up, we basically
the members couldnt come back to Japan at practice almost everyday. | was really frustrated
that time. We also couldn't really perform and stressed out about my assignments and
anywhere. . study.

Whatl gcuned... It might be normal but what | did was, | made

However, we tried to do some time schedule of what needs to be done at what

activities online with the members I have gained so many things! | learned so much date and time. And | have to finish it as in the
SIEi €8 pley ) 2D gemEs e about how to manage a circle when | was the time schedule. This will make you see it clearly
catching up. representative, | learned how to encourage the which has more priority to get done first and it

members and make a friendly atmosphere when
we practice. | also met my the best of the best
friends from this circle. | learned so much about

will be easier to manage your time.

Mai"Raku” dance, and got to try different parts
of the dance.lt is the experience that | could
never find from anywhere else!

Adyvice for people who
want to do a similar hobby

Don't hesitate to try what you like! If you are
interested in Japanese traditional dance, you are
welcome to come ftry it out at our practice! We
are looking forward to meeting you!

Article by Ha, Rizu/Design by Maru 06
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It was during my second semester in APU. The
pandemic has just broken out, | was stuck in my home
country taking online classes at home all day. Aside
from class time, | did not have any extra-curricular
activities and have little to no engagement with
friends. Naturally, | became the "housewife" of my
family during that free time, and before | even
noticed, | started to subconsciously arrange my
schoolwork so that | am free before mealtime to cook.
However, | was fed up with that life. | signed up to
APU to have a fulfilling university experience, to
explore my interest, and to make new connections;
not to be a housewife. That was when my friend
asked me to join a series of session called “APU Data
Science Bootcamp”, organized by two Vietnamese
senpai - Nick and Jamie.

How I have been proceeding?

After this eye-opening experience, | decided to not
shy out of tech-related topics. The turning point for
me was when my friends asked me to help with a
circle they were trying to revitalize - “APU Tech Club”.
| started out only with helping them building a logo,
but somehow, maybe it was fate, | have been with
“APU Tech Club” until this day. Our journey started
ton June 2021, we have been spreading interest in
tech among APU students and held events to connect
alumni and senpai working in tech with interested
students. During the process, we have learned things
that we did not intend to learn when we started out,
like SNS promotion or event organization, but they
proved to be invaluable skills for us.

1

BUI'Quynhlan, Vietnam

HHow I got interested in tech?

To be honest, | was not particularly interested in the topic,
or tech in general, and the time of the session was on my
time for cooking dinner, so | was hesitant. However, |
reassessed my situation and realized that this was maybe
what | needed to explore new topics and to break out of
my boring housewife routine, so | signed up. The sessions
really sparked my interest in data science, programming,
and tech in general. Before, | had never thought of what
was going on behind the technology | used in my everyday
life, but after this bootcamp, | started to see what was
going on behind. It was like a whole new world. And the
most wonderful thing, | could do some of the very simple
things in this new world by myself, after some learning.

We also learned new things about the APU community, like
the fact that there are so many talented senpai who are
working in tech or the deep passion and amazing skills in
tech that some of the current students have. We ourselves
still have a lot to learn, both in term of tech skills and circle
organization. Our next exciting journey, which we are in the
first step to embark on, is bringing Hackathon to APU. With
this initiative, we expect to connect APU students with
those majored in tech around Japan, and to create an
environment for both parties to learn to cooperate with
each other. In this journey, we have received huge supports
from APU, in the form of project B. But the pressure and
expectation are also larger than ever, and we are siill
figuring things out in the process. One thing for sure, this
journey with Hackathon, APU Tech Club, and tech in
general, has been and will be a valuable learning
experience for all of us.

Design by Uyen
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Our Hobbies

My hobby is listening to music. Music
has been there for me when no one
else was. And happiness is when |
listen to my favorite artists, Taylor Swift
and BTS <3

My hobby is photography. | like taking
pictures of my beloved ones and also
street life. | feel really powerful when
being able to capture everything into
pictures and make a moment become

immortal. 3 2 1say cheese”™

| like

afternoon when the sun sets. | feel free

running, especially in the
when | run, especially after a whole
day of being confined to my apartment

from online classes.
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Playing the piano has been my year-long
passion. Whenever I'm alone, | love playing
the piano, some pieces of classical music,
especially Anime openings and Ghibli
arrangements, can blow my stress away

and make me feel comfortable.
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