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As planned, we both worked on the pedagogical use of aesthetic means when dealing with conflict narratives in
postwar societies. Based on the literature review we made first on the use of art in IR then on the creative teaching
method, drawing in our case, we made a series of class observation in two of IR undergraduate classes, “Introduction
to International Relations and “Peace Studies”. We also held an art workshop during AP conference with around 20
APU students during which we offered a lecture on art and politics before organizing a drawing session (students
were invited to design and draw their idea of peace).

The research explores the use of artistic/creative means in International Relations (IR) teaching by investigating how
drawing as a learning method affects students’ agencies to understand peace and war. The result elucidates how
students rethink conflict narratives at stake when experiencing them through aesthetic sources, and this, with others.
It also demonstrates to what extent politics through art can broaden our understanding of political phenomena as a
way of creating a space for more inclusive peace narratives in place of the existing divisive ones. Working with data
collected through class observations (2023-2024), we argued that arts in IR teaching not only provides for a more
inclusive and active learning experience but it also provides students with agency to think collectively of how to
mitigate past pains and build a common peaceful future together (See samples below). The significance of the
research stems from its importance to reveal the analytical purchase of everyday IR in exploring peace and conflict
resolution. The findings not only enrich IR scholarship on politics through arts but also contribute to discovering
innovative pedagogical skills, practiced and empowered through aesthetic means, which in turn can make IR
discipline more appealing and attractive.

In terms of research dissemination, we participated in 5 international conferences (International Studies Association
Annual Conference, ISA Virtual Conference, AP Conference, British International Studies Association Workshop,
Catholic Korea Peace Forum) to share our research progress and outcome. We published one book chapter with
Palgrave Macmillan and submitted one journal article to “The Teacher” section in PS: Political Science and Politics.
As teachers/professors in IR, we continue seeking to improve the learning experience of our students and try to make
sure that we provide an inclusive teaching.
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Figure 1: Examples of Individual Student Drawings. Reprinted with permission.
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“Teaching IR Theory as Foreigners in Palgrave Macmillan March 2025
) the Global North” in The Palgrave https://link.springer.com/chapter/10.1007/978-3
EE:.AVE Handbook on the Pedagogy of IR -031-72072-7_12
Books or Articles | Theory
Drawing Peace: Towards a Positive IR | PS: Political Science and Politics (listed in Submitted on 2
SSCI and SCOPUS) May 2025
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P Teaching IR Theory as Foreigners in the | ISA Conference Chicago (Roesch) 2 March 2025
TR Global North
Presentation at an
Academic The Use of Arts in IR Teaching AP Conference (Joint) 1 December 2024
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