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● Although it is true that w om en have not ye t been trea ted as equal in
m any parts of the w orld , a gender-balanced society w ill not be achieved
w ithout including m en.

● How ever, gender studies have traditionally been dom inated by w om en
studies.

● The im balanced approach of gender study for the purpose of achieving a
balanced society is only a paradox.

● This paper evaluates how girls and boys are represen ted in children’s
stories by visiting tw o children ' s stories from the East and the West. The
East is represen ted by an Indonesian fo lkta le titled “Rara Jonggrang”, the
West is represented by “Beauty and the Beast”.

● The study finds tha t there are sim ilarities in the stories discussed in te rm s
of how m ales are portrayed, i.e . w hat Kupers calls as toxic m asculinity.

Overview



Stories should entertain and educate

“Dulce et Utile” 
Horace (13 BC)

EducateEntertain &



Children stories educate and entertain

“Children’s literature are in fact Utile et Dulce”
Citraningtyas (2013)

Educate
Entertain&

Because children literature has stronger educating
element, it should contain good teachings.
Unfortunately, this is not always the case.









- A well- known folkta le from Indonesia , often associa ted with the famous Hindu
temple in Centra l Java , the Prambanan temple . Even the 9th century temple
is a lso often called as Rara Jonggrang temple . It is a temple complex of 240
la rge and small temples, with the highest temple of 47 metres in height.

- The ta le te lls about a malicious king of the Pengging Kingdom, Bandung
Bondowoso, who wanted to occupy the peaceful Kingdom of Prambanan.

- He had supernatura l power (Genies).

The East: Rara Jonggrang











The two stories are only exemplary.  There are more children stories that contain toxic masculinity.

-> More than 90 percent of rape cases in Indonesia go unreported, highlighting the country’s 
“deafening silence” around sexual violence as victim blaming is still the culture. (Reuters, 2016)

-> There is an urgent need to reconstruct children’s stories that better represent boys away from 
toxic masculinity. 

-> Eg.  Rara Janitra

Teaching Boys; a Reflection of Society



● Robin McKinley (1978)

● Beauty in that version is not beautiful physically.

● In other versions, the father is portrayed as a weak and selfish person who agrees to sacrifice 
his daughter because he is a coward. In McKinley’s version, however, the father is willing to 
accept responsibility for his mistakes and take accountability. 

Beauty: A Retelling of the Story of Beauty and the Beast
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