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Knowledge
Students will work to develop the three skills of English (speaking, listening and writing) to a B1 level on the
Common European Framework of Reference for Languages (CEFR). By the end of this course students will be able
to:
Speaking: take part in discussions, give short presentations, conduct interviews;
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Course Overview

Listening: understand the main points in short talks;
Writing: write a well-structured argumentative essay;

Grammar/Vocabulary: use grammar and vocabulary accurately and appropriately in discussions, presentations,
interviews and essays.
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Course Objectives

By the end of this course, students will be able to do the following in English:

1. Listening

a. Follow and take notes on an 8-10 minute academic lecture

— follow the main points of short talks on familiar topics

— identify specific information and key details

— extract key factual information such as dates, numbers and quantities

Speaking

Give a short (3-5 minute) talk about a familiar topic, with visual support
Participate in a short (5-10 minute) discussion on a familiar topic

express belief, opinion, agreement and disagreement politely

— explain what they like or dislike about something

briefly give reasons and explanations for opinions, plans and actions

— respond to opinions expressed by others

ask basic questions in a simple academic discussion

— express opinions as regards possible solutions, giving brief reasons and explanations
ask someone to clarify or elaborate what they have just said

Carry out a prepared structured interview

— prepare a simple questionnaire in order to gather data

— answer simple questions and respond to simple statements in an interview
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Writing

Write a simple argumentative essay of 500-650 words

— write an introduction with a thesis

- write body paragraphs with topic sentences and clearly stated reasons supported by evidence
— write a conclusion paragraph

- demonstrate control of a range of cohesive devices

- demonstrate control of a range of A2+/B1 grammatical structures and vocabulary
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Teaching Methods

A variety of teaching methods will be used in this course, including:

- Mini lectures and explanations by instructors.

+ Teacher—directed reading, listening, speaking, writing, and grammar activities.
- Student—directed pair and group work, and grammar and writing assighments.
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Overview of Each Class

The course will be conducted over four weeks with 96 instructional hours and 25+ activity hours for a total of 120
hours. English skills will be developed through the study of the following themes:

Quarter 1

Unit 1- Happiness

Unit 2- A Time to Learn
Unit 3— Sleep

Quarter 2

Unit 5- Modern Art

Unit 7- Interactive Games
Unit 9- Design Thinking

Students should see the Course Schedule in Manaba for more details.
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Pre—class Study Load [preparation
& review]

Students will be required to complete homework tasks and/or preparation assignments/ review tasks of
approximately 90 minutes before every class.
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Method of Grade Evaluation

Final grades will be based on the following:

Speaking 30%
~Interview recording (10%)
—Presentation (20%)

Listening 20%
—-Unit listening assessments

Vocabulary/Grammar 10%
-Unit vocabulary & grammar assessments

Writing 40%
—Argument essay

The APU grading system is as follows:
A+ 90% or higher

A80789%

B70779%

C 60769 %

F (Failure) 59 % or lower

Participation and Homework

Students are expected to participate actively in all class activities and to complete all homework assignments. In
this course, students will receive a grade penalty of 0.5% each time their participation falls below the expected
standard in class. Participation penalties will be given for the following:

a) not following the teacher’s instructions;

b) sleeping in class;

¢) not working actively with classmates;

d) using languages other than English;

e) not bringing appropriate materials to class.

In terms of homework, students will lose 0.5% for each homework assignment they do not complete. Students can
lose up to 10% of their final score for not participating well in class and for not completing homework assignments.
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Method of Implementing
Multicultural Cooperative Leaming

Students will complete this course abroad at APU’s partner university in Singapore. While in Singapore, students will
have the opportunity to interview local people and learn about their culture and society. They will also have the
opportunity to learn about international education and business by meeting with students and APU alumni in
Singapore. In addition, students will work together with classmates to discuss and reflect on the various social,
cultural and linguistic differences that they have observed between Japan and Singapore.
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Requirements for Students

Participation
Students are expected to participate actively in all class activities.

Attendance
Students are expected to attend all classes.

Lateness to Class
Students who are not present when attendance is taken will be officially recorded as absent.

Absence from Class

Students who are recorded as absent for 25% or more of classes (including lessons, tests and other examinations)
will automatically receive a fail (F) grade. Absences will be excused in some cases, in accordance with the absence
policies at the partner university.

Responsibility of absent students:
Students who are absent from class must contact classmates or their teacher to find out about work done or
assigned during their absence.

Plagiarism:

Students must not copy the work of others, in whole or in part, without use of academic citation. Instructors check
student’ s work for plagiarism carefully, especially with reference to online sources. A student who plagiarizes will
receive a mark of zero on the assighment and may possibly fail the course.

Test Rules:

Students must follow test rules very carefully. If test rules are broken during a test, students will automatically
receive a grade of zero for that test and may fail the entire course. Students are also advised to read the APU
Student Handbook carefully, especially Section 8 (1), which explains the consequences of cheating on examinations.

Language Policy:
Students should use English at all times (even during breaks, etc). Students who use other languages may lose
participation points.

Classroom Policy
Students are required to follow the classroom policies of the partner university.
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Textbook Notes
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Textbook (Students will need to
purchase these textbooks when
registering for this course.)
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Further Reading Notes

Additional materials will be made available online. Students must download and review assignments published in
Manaba as directed by their instructor(s).
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