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Kyoto Peace Exchange Tour 2009:

Students from APU, Ritsumeikan University, and Ritsumeikan Uji
Senior High School come together to think about peace and
engage in discussions and other activities. This is a chance for
each individual to think about what he or she can do in relation
to peace as a member of the Ritsumeikan community, and what
action can be taken. In order to promote more interaction within
the group, APU students are taken on a sightseeing tour of Kyoto,
home to many aspects of Japanese culture.
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| decided to take part in this program because | had participated
in it last year as well, and found it to be very worthwhile. This
time around, | wanted to play a role as a leader and make the
tour even better. Furthermore, | still get along well with the
people | met on the tour last year, and | wanted to develop similar
interpersonal bonds this time as a leader.
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What was the purpose of participating in the program/activity? Or what came to mind during the activity in order to achieve the purpose?
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| wanted to reassess my notion of peace, as well as to apply my
experience from last year's tour in order to make this year's tour
even better, and to connect with others. Even in the multicultural
environment of APU, there are few opportunities to talk about
the topic of peace. This program takes "peace" as its core theme,
providing a good opportunity for participants to rethink their
ideas about peace and to hear what many others think about this
topic. Students from Ritsumeikan Uji High School joined the tour
for the first time this year, bringing an even broader range of
perspectives to our discussions. My role this year was as a leader.
| thought constantly about what | could do to help everyone
think more deeply about peace. From the preparatory stages |
was always conscious of things like choosing discussion topics
that would make it easier for people to reflect on the idea of
peace, and coming up with approaches that were easy to
follow.
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What was difficult about the activity? How did you overcome it?
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As a leader, | needed to think constantly about those around me.
This was really difficult, but by maintaining close communication
among participants and leaders, we were able to avoid any major
trouble. Even among the leaders themselves, there was a great
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variety of ages, nationalities and backgrounds, making it very
difficult to work together on preparing the program. Because the
program was attended not only by APU students but also by
students from Ritsumeikan University and Ritsumeikan Uji High
School, it was not possible to proceed just by using APU-based
approaches and perspectives. This made things complicated, but
at the same time it generated many different ideas and proposals,
and the tour turned out better as a result. Working on a program
together with people from a diversity of cultures, environments
and countries is by no means an easy task, but | discovered that
if you have a flexible attitude and are prepared to accept a range
of different views, you will be able to create something far
beyond your own expectations.
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In what ways did you develop through participation of the activity? What kind of contribution did you make to the surroundings

by the activity?
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Being involved in this activity has broadened my horizons and
taught me to appreciate a diverse range of opinions. For the
discussions on "peace" during this tour, each group was assigned
a topic. We talked about the assigned topics in detail with our
partners before the tour and learned to respect each others'
opinions. This ensured that the discussions themselves proceeded
smoothly. | myself took on a role as leader of the dinner party
section of the program. This section was the only opportunity
during the tour for students from APU, Ritsumeikan University
and Uji Senior High School to get together and interact outside
the discussion sessions. It was a rare opportunity for exchange
between these three institutions, and | really wanted to make it a
once-in-a-lifetime event. | think that in the end, the party was
something that all 120-plus participants genuinely enjoyed. |
think that bringing people closer together through this party was
one of my major contributions to the tour. Throughout the world,
there are people fighting with other people they don't know. | am
sure that if they knew each other better, it would often be
possible to reach some kind of reconciliation. In this sense, a tour
which brings strangers together to interact, learn about each
other and become friends is in itself a step towards true peace.
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Please give some words of wisdom for an APU student that is thinking of participating in the activity.
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If you are thinking of getting involved in some activity or trying
out something new, | advise you to do it, right away. Many people
think or talk about these things, but remarkably few go on to
take action for themselves and implement their ideas. If you have
thought of something to do, don't just think, do it! You will surely
get something good out of it. Even if it doesn't turn out well, it
will still provide many valuable lessons. Also remember that for
whatever action you take, there will always be someone who
opposes you or contradicts you. On the other hand, there will
also be those who come out and support you. Naturally, you
should listen to the views of those who are against you. But
whatever you do, don't forget that it is most important to believe
in those who support what you are doing, and to choose your
own path forward. Get involved in many different activities, and
always be grateful to the people around you.
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