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I have been working in the Beppu Chuo Team of SAS student staff
from April 2009 to January 2010. The Beppu Chuo Team has been
working on two major activities called "Teach For Beppu" and
"Support of foreign children". In Teach for Beppu, we provide
support for English classes at elementary schools by sending APU
students to the classes as English TAs. These TAs not only help the
teacher, but also run a session called "APU time" to introduce
their countries or culture to students. There are many students
from various countries, so | think elementary students can
experience many kinds of English as well.

In the other activity, Support of foreign students, our major goal
is for APU to become a "Family Friendly University". We really
would like to support students who have their own children. We
went to Beppu City Hall to produce a pamphlet containing
important information for students who come to Japan with
their families, for instance, how to put a child in school. In
addition, we provided support for students from the Philippines.
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I have been working as a TA in elementary school English classes
and as an interpreting volunteer for an elementary student who
came from the Philippines from the fall semester, although | also
remain a member of SAS student staff. The reason why | decided
to join this program is because | would like to experience the
actual atmosphere of an English class and elementary school,
and also | really like to communicate with children. | decided to
join the other program, translation volunteer, in order to apply
my experiences in other SAS activities. | think it was really good
for me to join in these two activities because | got a good grasp
of the atmosphere of the elementary school, students, and
class.
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What was the purpose of participating in the program/activity? Or what came to mind during the activity in order to achieve the purpose?
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| tried to help students to be active and not to assume that they
could not speak English. That is why | tried to use English in class
and communicate with them. As an interpreting volunteer, | tried
to speak to the students a lot in order to understand which parts
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of Japanese were difficult for him. The program was operated for
a short time only, and | think there are many points needing
reconsideration.
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What was difficult about the activity? How did you overcome it?
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I think that there were more enjoyable aspects than difficulties in
working as an English TA and interpreter. However, it was hard to
prepare for the program and find ways to realize all our ideas in
the limited time. So when preparing and doing research, we
decided to focus on what we could realize in the program. This
enabled us to produce good results in the second half of the year,
and | think it will be helpful for the activities of SAS in the
following year.
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In what ways did you develop through participation of the activity? What kind of contribution did you make to the surroundings

by the activity?
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Through the SAS activities, | could have learned planning and
management which is pretty important skills when we have a
project. Although I had been working as a SAS student staff for
two years, | could learn from the difficulties of project. Also, from
the fall semester, | had joined to the SAS activities such as English
TA volunteer for elementary school and so on. From those events,
| could have communicated with citizen and elementary students
in Beppu. Thus, since | was the only student who is the Japanese
student as an English TA; | think | could have contributed as a TA
in terms of making students have a confidence and also telling an
importance to be active when they speak in English.
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Please give some words of wisdom for an APU student that is thinking of participating in the activity.
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You will be able to join a lot of activities while you are in APU. |
think that all activities include "interchange with many people,"
through which you can absorb new thoughts and new points of
view from new encounters. | really want many students to join
these activities and absorb many things by meeting lots of people.
You have various opportunities that you can only access because
you are a student of APU, because you are in Beppu, because you
are a university student, and because they are available now! Be
active and find activities to participate in!!!




