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What is SALC All About? Let's Ask the PAs who provide Japanese Support!

Interviewer (TERAJIMA, Hiromichi Associate Professor, Center for Language Education) : I

OKUBO, Moe: O

Conversation for beginners,
preparing for presentations and
oral speaking for intermediate and
advanced students

I: At SALC you can make a 20 minute
appointment, and receive support from a

PA. First of all, what kind of students do you
normally assist?

O: Recently I have been helping beginners

as well as intermediate and advanced level
students.

I: What kind of things do you support students
with?

O: With beginners, we usually practice
speaking in Japanese, for example, what they
did during the quarter break, or what plans they
have for their summer vacations. Usually the
students choose a topic to talk about.

I: When you are helping students, do you
speak in English?

O : Even with beginner students I try not to use
English, but depending on the circumstances,
there are times when I do use English.

I: How about with intermediate or advanced
students?

0: We mostly practiced for presentations or did
speaking as well.

SALC is not only for those who do not have
many opportunities to speak Japanese, but

also for those who are already confident in
speaking Japanese.

I: What kind of people would you like to have
come to SALC?

O: First of all, we would like those who do

not have the opportunities to speak in Japanese
to come. At APU, there are many Japanese
students who would like to practice or speak in
English, so I believe that there are students who
have a hard time practicing their Japanese. We
would also like those who are already confident
in their speaking skills to come because when
you reach a certain level of comfort with
speaking, people often communicate with you
without correcting your mistakes. We would
like such people to take advantage of SALC

to be able to judge their own speaking skills
objectively.

MORITA,Yuya: M

With Intermediate level students,
we support many who are
conducting interviews

I : Why did you become a Japanese PA?
M: When I was in my second year, I took a
Japanese teaching Methodology class and I
became interested in teaching Japanese.

I : What kinds of students do you normally
help?

M: Last semester most students were either
beginners or intermediate level.

I: What kind of things do you support students
with?

M: For beginners, we normally decided on a
topic to discuss, and just talk. For intermediates,
who have to conduct an interview and make a
presentation as part of their class assignments,
I often checked the content of the interview and
presentation.

SALC PA’s have a lot of experience in
offering support and use various resources to
support students

I: What do you think is the difference between
having a friend help with your Japanese and
receiving support from SALC?

M: Honestly, PAs do not have all the knowledge
necessary to support students. However, PAs
have a lot of experience in providing support.
Also, SALC has many resources like grammar
dictionaries and various textbooks, and so I
think the big difference is that PAs know how
to make use of such resources.

I: What kind of people would you like to have
come to SALC?

M: First of all, I would like people who are
afraid of speaking in Japanese to come. Also I
would like to see more and more students who
are motivated and have set long term goals

in terms of improving their Japanese to start
coming.
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This is my fourth semester since I started
working at SALC. I am a Japanese PA
grandma. [ have supported many students,
but I can always learn more from you.
Please come and ask me whatever you are
wondering about Japanese!
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Hello, I am Morita and this is going to be
my 3rd semester working as a Japanese PA.
Let’s have fun learning Japanese together.
We would like to help you improve your
speaking, writing and so on.
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A new semester has started! How was your
summer vacation? I am looking forward

to chatting with you again this semester

at SALC. Also, you can always ask us any
questions you might have, so please come to
SALC and let’s study together!
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I am here to support your Japanese study so
that you can enjoy learning. I hope you will

be confident in using your Japanese. Please
feel free to reach out to me at any time.
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I just became a Japanese PA starting this
semester! If you have any difficulties, just
come to SALC. I will always help you. I
hope a lot of people will come to SALC.

ORR My HH 4K
Yui Morisaki
@ZS@/ Oita L
TR BN, WEL
720)$%Z & /Listening and Playing
Music

S —r A Y

@IFLHELT! HAGIRE LY, L &L
TWHA bok HAFHZMIFLZVE
HoTwa AL SALC THAMZ —#ic
IR L EEADT?

Hello! If you find Japanese to be difficult OR
you want to further improve your Japanese,

why don’t you come to SALC where we can
study together??
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Hello! This semester is my first time to be
PA. T am really looking forward to talking
with you and supporting you in studying
Japanese. Please feel free to stop by!
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This is my first time to be Japanese PA, so

I’'m really excited! If you have any problems
when studying Japanese, just ask me. Let’s
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What is Independent Learning?

This semester we are introducing
an independent learning
component into Elementary
English and Pre-Intermediate

English in the English curriculum.

So what is Independent learning?
Independent Learning

This means you take control over
your own learning of English.
You must always learn on your
own, but very often teachers tell
you what to do. With independent
learning, you make decisions
about your own learning, such as
how, when, where and with what
material you will learn to improve
your English ability.

Why?

Research shows that you should
always do independent language
learning in addition to your
English class study. The extra
effort you spend studying

what you want to learn makes
learning the language faster and

more efficient. Not to mention
independent study that is more
personal and focused can increase
your motivation.

How?

Anyone who wants to improve
their English can do independent
learning. It is up to each learner
to discover how they learn best.
Independent learning includes
three steps:

1.Create Individual Learner
Goals

Decide what your overall goal

is for learning English. Is it to

be able to speak easily when you
travel abroad? Or is it to be able to
watch and understand the news in
English? For each person it will be
different.

2.Create a Learning Plan

It will take some time for you to
figure out what the most effective
techniques and activities are for
learning English. Remember there

By Lindsay Mack

is no right or wrong way. You
need to figure out what is the best
way for YOU to study English.
The most important point is that
you become less passive and more
active. In other words don’t just
wait for your teacher to tell you
what to learn, take control of your
own learning.

When you formulate your plan
you should answer the following
questions:

1.What do I want to learn?
(speaking, TOEFL, listening, etc.)
2 With what do I want to learn?
(books, movies, audio books,
websites, etc.)

3.How will I learn? (strategy,
method, etc.)

4 Where do I want to learn? (at
home, library, SALC, etc.)
5.When I do I want to learn?
(morning, night time, after class,
etc.)

(Associate Professor, Center for Language Education)

6.How often do [ want to learn?
(every day, or every other day,
etc.)

3. Reflect on your Learning

It is very important to keep a diary
or learning journal. This will help
you plan, monitor and evaluate
your learning. Reflection is very
important to identify what is
working and what is not working
in your independent study plan.

Conclusion

Remember learning English can
be both fun and rewarding. Find
what motivates and interests you
and study English using a method
that works for you. SALC PAs
and our SALC advisor, Okimoto
San are happy to talk to you about
your independent English study.
Please stop by the SALC anytime.
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Install AR application "COCOAR2" (free software). It can be downloaded
from App Store for iPhones or iPads or Google Play for Androids.
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Start "COCOAR2" and scan the photograph and you will be
able to see the message from the SALC PAs.




