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Advice from Upperclassmen!

—Interviews with Students who Found Jobs in Japan—;
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| regret being embarrassed to speak Japanese.

Ting (Graduated September 2012)
Will work for an internet service company from April 2013

Q: Did you have trouble using Japanese during your job search?

A: Yes. When I started looking for a job, I hadn't taken Career Japanese and I quit
my part-time job to focus on job hunting, so I think my Japanese skills declined.

Q: What did you do?

A: T joined events on and off campus and watched movies with subtitles. I also
practiced having discussions in Japanese by myself. For example, I would ask
myself a question and answer it in Japanese. I practiced interviews with friends
and with myself in the mirror, and I used my mobile phone to record myself
answering questions in one minute.

QQ: What advice do you have for underclassmen about studying Japanese and
looking for a job in Japan?

A: Communication is meaningless if the other person cannot understand you. Don't
try to use difficult expressions right off the bat. Try to develop rapport with who
you're talking to. There are two things I regret about my job hunting experience.
First, I often spoke in English with English-speaking friends because I was
embarrassed to use Japanese. Second, when I was in the Foundation and
Intermediate Course, I spent all of my time outside of class working part-time.
During the job search, you have to talk about the activities you focused your
attention on as a student and what you learned from them, but I didn't have
many stories like that, so it was difficult for me. To avoid regrets like mine,
I recommend speaking to your friends in Japanese as much as possible and
getting involved in all kinds of activities.

Japanese is hard if you're not interested in it.
Have fun and you'll remember what you learn.

Hanita (Graduated September 2012)
Will work for a medical device company from April 2013

Q: Was your job hunt difficult?

A: My ultimate goal is to go back to Indonesia to work. So, I looked for a company
with ties to Indonesia that would allow me the chance to work in Indonesia
in the future. First of all, it was hard to find those kinds of companies. As for
Japanese, I had trouble being concise and with using specialized terminology
and honorifics.

Q: Tell us how you studied Japanese.

A: For me, the most important thing is to have fun studying. It's easier to remember
Japanese when you're having fun learning. Japanese is hard to learn if you don't
take an interest in it. I had enjoyable conversations with my friends in Japanese.
I also like to watch TV drama series, so I read a magazine called Nikkei
Entertainment and watched TV shows.

(Japanese-1)
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Q: What advice do you have for underclassmen about studying Japanese and

A:

looking for a job in Japan?

Like I said earlier, Japanese is hard to learn if you're not interested in it. If
you want to find a job, it is important to take an interest in Japan. If you do
that, you can really have fun learning. Also, I think its important to set your
ultimate career goal early and begin preparing for it.

Deciding to find work in Japan
boosted my motivation to study Japanese.

Tata (Graduated September 2012)
Will work for an insurance company from April 2013

Q: How were your Japanese classes at APU?

A:

I was not a very good student. In fact, I had a hard time starting with
Intermediate Japanese. There was a lot of material to cover, and the reading
was difficult. But I liked cartoons, TV dramas and variety programs, so |
watched those.

: Was your job hunt difficult?
: By the second semester of my junior year I had developed a strong desire to

find a job in Japan. But when I went to my first company information session,
I didn't understand anything. I kept going to sessions and started to gradually
understand more. Because I was intent on finding a job in Japan, I started
watching the news every morning at 8:30. I kept doing that until it became
second nature to watch the news. It was hard work, but my desire to find a job
in Japan boosted my motivation to study Japanese.

- What advice do you have for underclassmen about studying Japanese and

looking for a job in Japan?

. I think everyone should learn easy kanji and grammar in the Foundation and

Intermediate levels and use them in everyday life. If you don't master the
basics, you will run into trouble later on. Students in Upper Intermediate and
above should try to maintain their motivation to study. You will need resolve:
set goals and work hard to achieve them.

What are fluent speakers doing that | can do,
too?

Oh (Scheduled to graduate in March 2013)
Will work for an infrastructure company from April 2013

Q: Why did you choose the infrastructure industry?

A:

Q:
A:

Find a reason to st

Chui (Scheduled to graduate in March 2013)
Will work for an IT company from April 2013

Q: Why did you decide to find a job in Japan?

I wanted to work in a company that does business overseas, so I chose an
infrastructure company.

Did you have trouble with Japanese during your job hunt?

I did not have any major problems listening to Japanese in the information
sessions. But, it was hard to figure out how to express my thoughts in Japanese.
I improved by learning from those around me.

. As an upperclassman who already has a job offer, what advice do you have for

students taking Foundation and Intermediate level Japanese?

: First of all, you have to attend class at the Foundation and Intermediate levels.

I say this because I had classmates who kept at their studies better than I did,
and they performed well.

- What about students in the Upper Intermediate and Advanced classes?
. First, you should figure out what people who speak Japanese better than you

are doing, then you should decide what you can do and put it into practice.
When I did this, I noticed my classmates were reading newspapers, so I started
reading them from the Upper Intermedlate level. I didn't understand the whole

A: T wanted to work in IT, but in Thailand all the people in IT positions

QPR

>

have engineering backgrounds. In Japan, though, people with humanities
backgrounds can also get into the industry. Also, when I thought about
repaying my parents for the money they sent me, I realized I couldn't do that
by working in Thailand. I thought Japan was my only choice and worked hard
toward my goal. Finding a reason why I needed to work in Japan was a big
motivator.

: Did you have trouble with Japanese during your job hunt?
: I had trouble expressing my thoughts in a limited amount of time.
. As an upperclassman who already has a job offer, what advice do you have for

your underclassmen?

: Students in the Foundation and Intermediate classes should find a reason to

study Japanese. I like Japanese animation, so I studied hard to understand it.
Students in the Upper Intermediate and Advanced levels should not be afraid
to speak Japanese and find an environment in which they can communicate in
Japanese. | joined a small-group class offered in Japanese in order to use my
Japanese.

(Japanese-2)
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