Self-Access Learning Center

Conversation Practice with Japanese TAs
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SALC Japanese TAs will help you improve your conversation skills. Katayama-
sensei interviewed two of those students who regularly come to the SALC to practice

speaking Japanese.
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I would like to speak Japanese more fluently.
(DH Dong Hun from Korea)

Hun-san is currently taking a Japanese Intermediate
course. He comes to the SALC three times a week:
twice for Japanese studies and once for English studies.

K: Do you set a goal you would like to achieve in your
conversation with a Japanese TA?

H: I come to the SALC to practice casual conversation
I would have with my friends. When I talk with my
Japanese friends, I get nervous because I am afraid of
making mistakes, but I can talk with the Japanese TA
in a more relaxed frame of mind. A few examples of
what I did with TAs are: I described the storyline of my
favorite manga, and role-played a casual conversation
between friends. When I went to a hair salon the other
day, I realized my listening comprehension has gotten
better. I felt so happy.

K What other things do you have in mind when you
speak Japanese?

H: T have been studying for a Japanese-Language
Proficiency Test (JLPT). I try to use words and

annot acquire words and phrases without using them.
K: What kind of practice at the SALC would you
suggest to students who do not have much chance to
speak Japanese?
H: Irecommend you start with daily conversation. You
can talk about familiar topics such as what you did
the day before. Please try to use long sentences and
talk at a faster pace. This will give you very good
practice for improving your speaking skills.
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I can get my meaning across in conversation
with my friends, but I would like to speak
proper Japanese.(LIU Xiaoyu from China)

Liu-san is a 1st-year student. This is her first semester at
APU. She did not have much chance to speak Japanese
in her country, so she did not feel confident in her
speaking abilities and worried about her presentation
in class. She has a weekly conversation practice with a

Japanese TA at the SALC.

K What are some merits of practicing conversation
with SALC Japanese TAs?

L: I have Japanese friends, but in conversation with
them, there are times when they understand what |
would like to say with just the first word of my utterance.
They also carry on a conversation with me without
interruption regardless of my grammatical errors. On
the other hand, in conversation with a SALC Japanese
TA, I pay more attention to form in order to speak
grammatically correct Japanese. This Talk Time
exercise helps me make it a habit to speak using
longer, more complicated sentences.

In addition, in conversation with my friends, I do not
need to use polite forms and honorifics. However,
if I work in Japan, I must be able to use polite
expressions naturally depending on the situation. The
SALC conversation support service is very helpful in
this respect as well.

K: Do you have some piece of advice for those who are
thinking about using this support?

L: At first it required a lot of effort for me to put
my thoughts into Japanese words. As I practiced
conversing in Japanese with a TA every week, |
started to develop confidence in my speaking ability.
Repetition is very crucial to language learning.
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Thank you very much for your good advice, Hun-san
and Liu-san. Would you like to see how easy Japanese
conversation becomes through regular practice with
SALC Japanese TAs?
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Take audio/video lessons. Students choose one of four
language levels: absolute beginner, beginner, intermediate,
and advanced
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Practice reading Japanese texts. Students choose lessons at
appropriate levels. Audio files are available as well.
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Learn kanji.
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TOEFL advice from this month's Friday Night Trio
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Dear Students,

In this month's “Friday Night Trio” podcast (http://fnt.
posterous.com), we talk about studying for the TOEFL
test. As teachers, we are often asked about studying for the
TOEFL test and our responses are usually quite similar:
take the test; find out what your weaknesses are; and study
to improve your ability in these weak areas. However, many
students are left wondering how exactly they can improve
their ability in grammar, listening, and/or reading? Listen
to this month’s podcast where we discuss our answers to
this question and also the ideas and advice from students
who have succeeded in getting good scores on the test. Be
sure to add your own comments on the website http://fnt.
posterous.com in order to continue the discussion online!
We are waiting to hear from you.

Teachers' advice:

Rich Lee: Reading seems to be the most difficult part of the TOEFL. To become a good reader you should
skim, scan and screen. Skim an article to see if it's interesting, scan it to see if it's too difficult, and screen
articles to prevent frustration.

Matt Saunders: If students want to improve their ability in the reading section, I usually advise them to
increase their vocabulary. In order to improve your vocabulary for the TOEFL, you should study the 500
words in Barron's Essential Words for TOEFL. If students want to improve their ability in the listening
section, [ usually advise them to listen to English every day. It's important that students choose a topic they are
interested in and that they listen for 10 minutes every day. One good website to listen to is www.elllo.org.

Students' advice from their friends:

Remember, if you like the topic, use it in a discussion 1. You should study English every day and make friends from other countries.

during SALC Talk Time. 2. You have to memorise many words, use new words in communication, make your own sentences, and
raise your motivation!!

3. In order to get a high score in section 1, you should listen to podcasts such as BBC news and CNN news.
In order to get a high score in section 2, you should read grammar books again. In order to get a high
score in section 3, you should go to websites such as BBC or CNN, and read many articles.

4. You should read English books and watch foreign movies with English sub-titles.

5. There are three points to getting a good TOEFL grade: First, it is important for you to learn grammar.
Second, you should read newspapers or magazines written in English. Finally, you should check
vocabulary and do your “Really English” homework.

6. You should have exposure to English every day. For example, by listening to music, watching movies,
talking with foreigners and so on. You should aim to be exposed to English for about 1000 hours a year.

7. The key is vocabulary. Studying English every day is the most important point, especially new English for
you. Also, talking in English is good for output. It is good for the speaking section and for writing too.

8. You should listen to CNN broadcasting every day. If you don't understand the words in the CNN
broadcast, write them down in your notebook, make a vocabulary list. Study this vocabulary list every
day.
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The SALC is a self-study room designed for students who want to independently extend or supplement their study of a language.
The room is open during the following hours.

Mon B 10:35~ 19:30 (~68®) ‘
Tue X 10:35~ 19:30 (2~6HR)
Wed Kk HBE= smasaE :}
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Thu K 10:35~ 19:30 ~68®H) _ ) o %
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How to Use SALC

1. Put your belongings in a locker.

2. Sign in.

For those studying Japanese, write the requested information, such as your
ID number, your Japanese class code, your name, your locker number, and
sign-in time, on the SALC user sheet.

3. When you want to listen to the CD accompanying a textbook or watch a
DVD in the room, show the TA the textbook you want to use or the DVD
case, then hand your ID card to the TA. When you return the CD/DVD,
your ID card will be returned.

4. You must not eat or drink in the SALC room.

5. When you sign out, write both your leaving time and what you studied
while in the SALC room on the SALC user sheet.

Y¢ Warning ¥

You are not allowed to take out books/CDs/DVDs from the SALC. The only exception is Graded
Readers Level 2 or above.

[BeAToE] L 7 ¥ 7 RPERE S EE v v v —  [BEATH] 2248120135847 [RIRIRT] /NEF o5 S FIUR B X A (4)



