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Vocabulary Study Suggestions from
Wada Sensei and Simon Sensei

imon Bahau is an English teacher from Papua New Guinea who

works in the SALC. Kaori Wada is an Intermediate English teacher
from Miyazaki, Japan. Read their discussion about how they learned new
English and Japanese vocabulary and their other ideas about language
learning.

BAHAU: Today we are going to talk about vocabulary. How did you
acquire your vocabulary? Do you have any suggestions for students?
WADA: Well, I developed my vocabulary by writing the target words many
times on a blank sheet of paper and pronouncing them in both English and
Japanese, as well as using them in example sentences. At university, [ had
a chance to join a graduate student vocabulary development group. In that
group, I tried different ways of drilling TOEIC/TOEFL vocabulary using
audio. The techniques I practiced included repeating, quick response,
shadowing, and writing words. Also, whenever I had time, I listened to the
audio recording of the words I was trying to remember. Actually, I still
remember the words from that period of study.

BAHAU: Interesting, do you think this is the only way to increase
knowledge of vocabulary?

WADA: Good question Simon. I think every student has his or her own
learning style. For example, one student said that he tried many different
vocabulary-learning techniques his teacher taught him, but they weren’t
working for him. Finally, he went back to his original strategy, which was
to memorize vocabulary words by writing them on a blank sheet of paper.
This is what worked for the student. The lesson is, you have to find out
what works for you. How do you memorize new vocabulary? Do you have
any suggestions for students?

BAHAU: I usually do a fast reading by skimming and scanning the paper
to identify vocabulary words that I don’t know. Then I look up those words
and try to remember them. Also, I think memorizing vocabulary words
without a clear purpose to use them does not help students remember the

Listening tips: Experience by Joe Siegel

Do you think listening in English is difficult? Too hard for you? Not toff®
You can do it! In any language, listeners do many of the same things. Whe
listen in your native language, your brain and your ears do things automatid
to help you understand. And we all have life experiences that help us understaiig
what we hear. Again, you use this life experience to listen in your native
language. Make sure you use your experience to help your English listening too!

1. Visualize key words and situations: ¥ —7— FRIREZHBEILLEL &5,

When you hear a key word or understand a situation, use your imagination and
create a picture of it in your mind. This can be particularly useful for things
(nouns) and actions (verbs). Sounds alone can be difficult to remember. Pictures
alone can also be tough to remember. Combining sounds and pictures in your
mind will make the information easier to remember.

2. Inference: i G DER 2 AL DIZ, WEHEP S -2 LT TEL,
B LEL &5,

It is my mom’s birthday next week. She loves flowers. There is a flower shop

near my apartment. What do you think I will probably do soon? Sometimes

speakers do not give all information and listeners need to infer or guess what the

speaker means. Basically, you need to use the information you hear plus your

common sense to make a good guess about the speaker’s meaning.

3. Background knowledge: X { V' 7A T 7 hbh o6, 5 TONER

BERHHLT, 2Oy 7 TRETEIRMEEBEZEL LS,
You have lived for at least 18 years and have some life experience that can help
you when listening. Think about typical situations and what happens during
them. If you know a conversation takes place in a hotel lobby, think about times
when you have been in a hotel. Who usually talks in a hotel lobby? A hotel
staff member and a guest. What is the purpose of the conversation? The guest
wants something and the staff member will help. This is just one example of a
typical situation, one that you have probably been in before. Think back to that
situation. And when you know the main idea of a conversation or speech, think
quickly about everything you know about that topic. Then you will be prepared,
and the listening will be easier.

words in the long term. So students should focus o emorizing words that
are relevant to them. One of the best ways to remember new vocabulary
is to use it in speech or writing. Therefore, in my opinion it is important
to set oneself tasks in which the new vocabulary can be produced, for
example writing a diary.

WADA: Yes, students need a clear long-term goal in their study, especially
in terms of language development.

BAHAU: Naturally, clear goals are needed.
WADA: Exactly! Thanks for talking with me today. I think we had an
interesting discussion about vocabulary!
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Vocabulary Study Tips

1.Listen to the audio of the words you are trying to remember in your spare time.
2.Practice shadowing the target words.

3.Skim and scan the reading to identify the words you don’t know in a passage

and look up those words. %
4.Have a clear goal when studying vocabulary.

4. Use repetition: DK L X h A MHHIIERELEL X 5.
Speakers often repeat important points. That means you can have more than one
chance to catch the information you want to hear. One example is when two
people are making plans to meet. They will usually repeat the time and place of
their meeting, which gives you extra chances to hear them.

5. Prediction and genre: ¥ ¥ Y IUVIZILB T 355D N2 — B REIZ. K
DEMZPIMLEL X5,

When you watch the TV news, you know the biggest news story will come
first. In a children’s movie, you can guess that the hero will win in the end. In
a drama, there is likely to be a problem and then a solution. News shows, kid’s
movies and dramas are all genres. Genre means a style or pattern. Genre applies
to listening because, since you have seen or heard these genres in your native
language, you can predict or guess what will happen next. When you expect
something to happen, it will be easier to understand and easier to listen to.

Listening in a second language can be challenging. However, you have several
istenino tools and abilities that you are already using in your native language.




