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By Kaori Wada based on Vocabulary Strategies from the English Language Center at the Hong
Kong Polytechnic University
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i Instead of listening for individual words, try to focus on common phrases. Many of these everyday
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. o phrases have a meaning that is different from each individual word they contain. Get used to listening
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Listening tips: Linguistic by Joe Siegel

Like most Japanese students, you studied English in junior high and high school. Your
English studies probably included the basics: writing, reading, speaking, listening, and
grammar. That means you have studied English for at least 6 years and you know a
. lot about it. What you learned during that time can help you with listening. You have
’ ? knowledge of sounds, grammar and parts of speech (like nouns, verbs, and adjectives).
“ High level English listeners do this kind of thing, and you already do it in your native

\i language. Now you need to use what you know about English to help you become

a better English listener! Here are some suggestions:

1. Use grammar and sentence structure to predict : SCERHELOAGRAE B> T, KISK 2B NA %
TFRMLEL LS,

You know lots of basic, common expressions in English. Use that knowledge to help you guess what

is coming next. “I’'m going to ”. What kind of word comes next? Well, “going to + (verb)”

is something you probably learned in high school. When you hear “going to”, you can guess the next

word will be a verb. Same with “Do you want to ?” Here’s another: “I’m from ” and

you know the missing word has to be a place.

3. Use markers and signals : @BlB{fR% L3 RBIPHANC A 356% M- T, CEDOHALZERELEL £5.
Speakers use markers and signals to help you understand the organization and order of their speech.
You hear signals like “Today, I’d like to talk about three environmental problems.” So how many
different topics do you expect to hear about? In this case, make sure to listen for and identify all three.
Usual markers are phrases like “First of all”, “Besides that”, and “The last thing”. These help listeners
understand when one idea is finished and a new one is beginning.
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4. Group words and ideas : B T7A T 72N —T{LLEL & 5.

When you are listening, you can create groups of words in your mind. Groups can be based on
categories (like names of people or items of furniture) or parts of speech (nouns or adverbs, for
example). The most important grouping, however, is between relevant and non-relevant information.
You want to listen for the important information. Don’t waste effort trying to remember things that
aren’t important.

5. Pay attention to intonation and tone : £ V' M1 —Y a3 VR F—VICTFEELEL LS.

We’ve all heard excited friends and angry parents. You know how feelings and emotions can affect the
way someone’s voice sounds. This knowledge should help you make some guesses about the topics
a speaker is discussing. If a speaker uses a serious or upset tone, they are likely not telling a joke or
talking about a cool movie they saw.

BUTTRE, §RTOR %@@ﬁ‘wbéif”?V)fﬁU‘“(< 723w These are all aspects of language that you use when listening in your native language. You can use
4580 (HIg, B8 i) 2 PIRAEASOREL20SD them with English listening as well. And for Japanese students, you already have at least 6 years of
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experience with English. Use that experience to help you with listening!

Try out this website for more listening advice and practice:http://www.english-listening-world.com/
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Friday Night Trio 7% K3 Ah 2011 Bl SALCHAGE TAZE
Dear Students, BN TREYREREAR D
In the last podcast, you heard about what teachers expect from good — - ERFEOHAZEEBE YR —MLIEVEE
students. In this month's "Friday Night Trio" podcast (http://fnt. 2010510 A6 H (%K) 5%7] 15422 - HEXE - BAOXERBBICOVWTOME (F:H) »PHsA
posterous.com), we will turn around and ask students what they expect 10 A T8~ 11 B HFEHAE - B2ELETEBRA (BEEFAAAEND2~6FE - HAETA L4 -
from good teachers. What qualities do teachers need to match your 12 B9 mH% G6ERDFE)
learning needs? Is it more important to be strict or kind? Is there a 12 ) AEEFKE =
teacher from your past that left a lasting impression on you? Listen to 12 Bhf) NEZHA 4> R HERAEEREL LS, (SRR - TAILESL5EAKC

these answers and many more as we interview students all over campus.
Be sure to add your own comments on the website http:/fnt.posterous.
com in order to continue the discussion online! We are waiting to hear
from you.

Remember, if you like the topic, use it in a discussion during SALC
Talk Time.

You'll be hearing from us again soon!
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